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Edwin Wolf 2nd (December 6, 1911 – February 20, 1991) was an American librarian, bibliographer, bookseller, scholar, collector, and civic leader, widely regarded as one of Philadelphia’s foremost bookmen of the twentieth century. He is best known for transforming the Library Company of Philadelphia—founded in 1731 by Benjamin Franklin—into a leading non-circulating research library focused on American history and culture to 1880.
Edwin Wolf was born in Philadelphia in 1911. He attended the William Penn Charter School, graduating at age fifteen in 1927, and then studied at the progressive Bedales School in Hampshire, England (1927–1930). Lacking a formal college degree, he later received honorary degrees from the University of Pennsylvania and LaSalle University. In a 1987 autobiographical sketch, he noted that by American standards he already had “too much education” after Bedales and that the absence of a degree never troubled him.
Upon returning to Philadelphia in 1930, Wolf joined the Rosenbach Company, the rare-book firm of his cousin A. S. W. Rosenbach (known as “the Doctor”), one of the era’s leading dealers. There Wolf learned bibliographical description, cataloguing, and the rare-book trade, primarily preparing catalogues and book descriptions. He remained associated with the firm until 1943 (returning after the war until 1952), eventually managing the Philadelphia branch. 
Between 1937 and 1943 he also produced articles and exhibition catalogues and lectured in bibliography at Bryn Mawr College in 1941–42. 
During World War II, Wolf served in the U.S. Army (1943–1945/46). He trained at Camp Ritchie’s Military Intelligence Training Center in Maryland as one of the “Ritchie Boys,” many of whom were German-speaking immigrants or refugees, and studied German. Stationed in Europe, he participated in intelligence work that included locating and recovering rare books and manuscripts plundered and hidden by the Nazis (including copies of the Gutenberg Bible and medieval manuscripts) and assisting in the apprehension of wanted Nazis. After the war he returned briefly to the Rosenbach Company, resigning in 1952. 
In 1952 the Library Company of Philadelphia engaged Wolf as a consultant to survey its collections in the deteriorating Ridgway building on South Broad Street. He recommended ending circulation, specializing in American history and culture through 1880, fully cataloguing the holdings, and relocating.  He was appointed curator in 1953 and librarian in 1955--a post he held until his retirement in 1984. 
Under Wolf’s leadership the institution was revitalized: a custom classification system was implemented, duplicates were sold to fund acquisitions, annual reports and exhibitions raised the library’s profile, and collaborations were established with the Historical Society of Pennsylvania and the American Philosophical Society. 
Wolf successfully petitioned for the sale of the old building and oversaw the move to a new facility at 1314 Locust Street (completed 1965). He also guided the library’s 250th-anniversary celebrations in 1981. Colleagues later commemorated his tenure in The Wolf Years: The Renascence of the Library Company of Philadelphia, 1952–1984 (1984).
Wolf was a prolific scholar whose bibliography runs to nearly three hundred items, including articles, reviews, catalogues, and books. He delivered the Lyell Lectures (as the Lyell Reader in Bibliography) at the University of Oxford in the academic year 1985–1986. en.wikipedia.org
The series was titled along the lines of “Books, Bookmen, and Booksellers in Colonial Philadelphia.” The Book Culture of a Colonial American City: Philadelphia Books, Bookmen, and Booksellers (1988), was based on his Lyell Lectures.
 He also produced catalogues of Library Company holdings and contributed to broader projects such as Philadelphia: A 300-Year History.
Professionally, Wolf served as president of the Friends of the University of Pennsylvania Library (from 1947), president of the Bibliographical Society of America (1966–67), and chairman of the Rare Books and Manuscripts Section of the American Library Association. 
He helped found the Philadelphia Area Consortium of Special Collections Libraries, sat on the board of the Free Library of Philadelphia, and was a member of the American Philosophical Society and the American Antiquarian Society (elected 1953). 
He was active in Jewish organizational life as president of the Jewish Publication Society of America, the National Foundation of Jewish Culture, and the Federation of Jewish Agencies of Greater Philadelphia, and he served as an officer of the American Jewish Historical Society. 
Civic roles included work with the Community Chest, United Fund, and Mayor’s Cultural Advisory Board; he was a founder and president of the Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance.
 He received the Philadelphia Award in 1981 for community service in the arts and culture.
Edwin Wolf 2nd died on February 20, 1991 at his home in Philadelphia. His professional and personal papers are held at the Library Company of Philadelphia and the University of Pennsylvania Archives. 
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