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Wyllis Eaton Wright (1903–1979) was an American librarian, cataloging specialist, and professional leader known for his long service at the New York Public Library, the U.S. Army Medical Library, and Williams College. He was president of the Association of College and Research libraries (1949-1950) and received the Melvil Dewey Medal in 1957. 
Wyllis Eaton Wright  was born December 13, 1903, in Jacksonville, Florida, He graduated from Williams College (B.A. 1925, philosophy; Phi Beta Kappa) and received an M.A. from Williams in 1926 (philosophy and Greek). 
He earned a B.S. in library science from Columbia University in 1928. His early library work included serving as a page in Lowell, Massachusetts (1916–1920), student assistant and library assistant at Williams (1921–1927), and then positions at the New York Public Library (cataloger 1927–1930; chief classifier 1933–1936; chief cataloger 1936–1945). He also served as librarian of the American Academy in Rome (1930–1933) and held an association with Columbia University (1939–1945).
In 1945 he was appointed librarian of the U.S. Army Medical Library (predecessor of the National Library of Medicine) in Washington, D.C., where he focused on modernizing operations after World War II; he held the post 1946-1947.
In 1947 he returned to Williams College as librarian, serving until 1968. 
He began a second career in September 1969 as a rare books cataloger in the Department of Special Collections at Stanford University Libraries. He cataloged sixteenth-century imprints, American almanacs, early American materials, and difficult monographs and serials in classical and modern languages; reduced to part-time work in 1974; served as chief of Special Collections in 1973–74; and continued until shortly before his death, notably clearing long-standing backlogs.
Wright was a leader in the American Library Association and related organizations. He served as president of ACRL (1949–1950) and of the Cataloging and Classification Association (or Division). He received the Melvil Dewey Medal in 1957. 
He chaired the Catalog Code Revision Committee (1954–1967) and the Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials (with service spanning the late 1930s/1940s into the 1960s), and held other roles such as chair of the ALA Aid to Libraries in War Areas Committee and involvement with the American Book Center for War Devastated Libraries. He was also a trustee in Williamstown, Massachusetts, from 1951.
His editorial and bibliographic work included editing the English translation of the Vatican Library’s Rules for the Catalog of Printed Books (American Library Association, 1948); contributing the section on the history of the catalogues to the Guide to the Reference Collections of the New York Public Library (1941); and editing or serving as consulting editor for successive volumes of the American Library Annual, American Library & Book Trade Annual, and the Bowker Annual of Library and Book Trade Information (sponsored by the Council of National Library Associations). He also contributed to the Catalogers’ and Classifiers Yearbook.
Wright died October 2, 1979, in Portola Valley, California. 
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