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Vernon Dale Tate (1909–1989) was an American historian, archivist, librarian, and pioneering figure in microphotography and micrographics. He was Director of Libraries at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. and the U.S. Naval Academy.
Vernon Dale Tate was born  January 3, 1909, in Mount Carmel, Illinois. He studied at the University of California, earning a B.A. from UCLA in 1929 (elected to Phi Beta Kappa), an M.A. in history from the University of California at Berkeley in 1930, and a Ph.D. in history from the University of California in 1934. His dissertation research concerned the port of San Blas in New Spain (Mexico). From 1930 to 1931 he conducted research in Mexican archives. 
In 1931–1932 Tate worked for the Library of Congress as Regional Director of Project A, reproducing materials from Mexican archives related to U.S. history. In 1934–1935 he did research for the University of California at the Library of Congress and other Washington-area depositories. From 1935 to 1946 he served as Chief of the Division of Photographic Archives and Research at the U.S. National Archives (one of its earliest professional employees). There he advanced photographic reproduction techniques, developed the file microcopy program, and promoted documentary microphotography for scholarly and archival use. 
Dr. Tate edited the Journal of Documentary Reproduction (1938–1942) and served as associate editor of the maritime history journal American Neptune from 1940. In 1938 he published The Present Status of Equipment and Supplies for Microphotography, a report prepared for the Committee on Scientific Aids to Learning.
During World War II (1944–1946) Dr. Tate served in the U.S. Navy, assigned to Naval Command and the Office of Strategic Services. 
Tate was Secretary of the National Microfilm Association (1946–1948) and later its Executive Secretary (1952–1973); he was named a Fellow of the NMA in 1963. 
From 1946/1948 to 1956 Dr. Tate was Director of Libraries at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
He served as President of the American Documentation Institute (1948–1949) and edited American Documentation (1950–1952). He was a State Department consultant in Italy.
He was appointed Librarian (with the rank of professor) at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland (1956–1967), and then Archivist there (1967–1969). 
From 1970 he served as Archivist of the Archives of Micrographics.
Tate was elected to membership in the American Antiquarian Society in April 1955. His personal interests included naval and maritime history, antiques, art, books and printing, and libraries. 
Dr. Vernon Dale Tate died September 30, 1989, in Annapolis, Maryland.
Tate is widely recognized as one of the leading experts and advocates for the use of microfilm and microforms in libraries, archives, and scholarship.
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