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Maurice Falcolm Tauber  (February 14, 1908 – September 21, 1980) was an influential American librarian, educator, researcher, and author. He shaped technical services (cataloging, classification, acquisitions, processing, and related operations) in libraries and played a major role in the professionalization of library administration and education in the mid-20th century.
In 1999, American Libraries named him one of the “100 Most Important Leaders We Had in the 20th Century.”
Tauber was born on February 14, 1908, in Norfolk, Virginia. His father, a tailor, died when Tauber was about six. The family later moved to Philadelphia (around 1925), where he finished high school. He worked for newspapers during his school years.
He studied at Temple University, earning a bachelor’s degree in English and education in 1930. While pursuing graduate study at Temple, he worked in the Temple University Library and rose to head of the cataloging department by 1934. He also earned a library science degree (B.S. in Library Service) from Columbia University’s School of Library Service (1934), focusing on cataloging and classification. 
He completed a master’s degree in sociology/education at Temple and a Ph.D. from the University of Chicago Graduate Library School in 1941. His dissertation addressed reclassification and recataloging in university libraries.
At the University of Chicago, Tauber served as a research assistant (from about 1939) and was named chief of the catalog department and preparations division in 1941. He also taught in the Graduate Library School until 1944.
In 1944 he returned to Columbia University as assistant director of the University Libraries (leading technical services) and assistant professor in the School of Library Service. He was promoted to associate professor in 1946 and full professor in 1949.
 In 1954 he was appointed Melvil Dewey Professor of Library Service, a position he held until retirement in 1976, after which he was named professor emeritus. He taught for more than three decades and mentored generations of librarians who became administrators, educators, and leaders worldwide.
Tauber was a prolific scholar. His major book Technical Services in Libraries: Acquisitions, Cataloging, Classification, Binding, Photographic Reproduction, and Circulation Operations (Columbia University Press, 1953/1954) became a standard synthesis of behind-the-scenes library operations and helped define and centralize technical services as a distinct domain. 
With Louis Round Wilson he co-authored The University Library: Its Organization, Administration and Functions (1945; revised 1956), an important early treatment of university library management. He also wrote a biography of Wilson and numerous reports, articles, and survey findings.
He conducted dozens of library surveys including landmark ones for the University of South Carolina (1946), Cornell University (1948), and Columbia University (1958). For example: 
Columbia University. President’s Committee on the Educational Future of the University. Subcommittee on the University Libraries. The Columbia University Libraries: A Report on Present and Future Needs. With contributions by Maurice F. Tauber, Richard H. Logsdon, and C. Donald Cook. New York: Columbia University Press, 1958.


As a Fulbright scholar Dr. Tauber produced a major survey of Australian library resources for the Australian Advisory Council on Bibliographical Services, which brought him international recognition. He also surveyed libraries in Tokyo, Hong Kong, and Singapore. His work applied principles of scientific management and organization to library administration and building planning.
He served as editor of College & Research Libraries for many years (1948–1962) and on editorial boards or as advisor for journals including Library Resources & Technical Services, Library Trends, and others. 
He was active in the American Library Association (council and executive board) and was a founding member of the American Society of Indexers. He was regarded as an authority on Library of Congress classification and standards.
Awards included the 
· Margaret Mann Citation (1953, ALA Resources and Technical Services Division),
·  Melvil Dewey Medal (1954) 
·  Distinguished Service Award from Findlay College Library (1968). 

Tauber died September 21, 1980, in New York City. 
A memorial fund was established at Columbia’s School of Library Service, and friends and colleagues created the Maurice F. Tauber Foundation (1981) to support lectures, publications, and an annual award for excellence in library and information science. His papers (1935–1978) are held at Columbia University’s Rare Book and Manuscript Library.
Tauber’s emphasis on systematic technical services, empirical surveys, and the integration of library operations into larger institutional goals influenced library practice and education for decades.

Selected Publications

Maurice Falcolm Tauber was extraordinarily prolific. By 1973 a dedicated biobibliography listed more than 500 works by or about him. The definitive guide remains: Szigethy, Marion C. Maurice Falcolm Tauber: A Biobibliography, 1934–1973. Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1974. (Published for Beta Phi Mu, Nu Chapter, Columbia University, School of Library Service.)
Tauber also produced dozens of additional library surveys (including the major Australian survey while a Fulbright scholar), numerous articles in College & Research Libraries, Library Resources & Technical Services, Library Trends, Library Quarterly, and other journals, book reviews, course outlines, and editorial contributions. He served for many years as editor of College & Research Libraries.
For the complete record of his output through 1973, consult Szigethy’s biobibliography. 
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Note: Above is a selective list of Tauber’s principal books, monographs, and major surveys. A comprehensive record of more than 500 items by or about him (through 1973) appears in Marion C. Szigethy, Maurice Falcolm Tauber: A Biobibliography, 1934–1973 (Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1974).
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