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Harold Spivacke (July 18, 1904 – May 9, 1977) was an American music librarian, musicologist, administrator, and musician who served as Chief of the Music Division of the Library of Congress from 1937 to 1972. He was president of the Music Library Association from 1951 to 1953 and participated in the International Association of Music Libraries and the American Musicological Society. 

Harold Spivacke  was born and raised in New York City and studied economics and philosophy at New York University, earning a B.A. in 1923 and an M.A. in 1924 while taking private piano lessons.
 Finding business unappealing and performance insufficient, he turned to deeper study of music history and philosophy. In 1929 he enrolled at the University of Berlin, studying with Karl Erich Schumann, Arnold Schering, and Curt Sachs. He also took private lessons in piano with Eugen d’Albert and composition with Hugo Leichtentritt (supported by American-German Students Exchange and Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung fellowships). 
He received the Ph.D. in musicology in 1933, magna cum laude, with the dissertation Über die objektive und subjektive Tonintensität (On the Objective and Subjective Aspects of Tonal Intensity).
After returning to New York, Dr. Spivacke briefly worked as a research assistant to New York Times music critic Olin Downes. He also worked briefly in the Music Division of the New York Public Library.
In late 1934 Dr. Spivacke was appointed Assistant Chief of the Music Division at the Library of Congress. In 1937 he became Chief, a post he held until his retirement in 1972 (roughly 35 years as Chief and about 38 years total on the staff). 

Under his leadership the division’s holdings of manuscripts, scores, recordings, personal papers, and related materials nearly tripled. He expanded programs and services, including chamber-music concerts in the Coolidge Auditorium supported by the Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge Foundation, the Gertrude Clarke Whittall Foundation, and (later) the Koussevitzky Foundation and McKim Fund. The division commissioned new works from composers including Aaron Copland, Alberto Ginastera, Roy Harris, Paul Hindemith, Gian Carlo Menotti, Walter Piston, and William Schuman, and acquired important contemporary manuscripts, among them a large collection of Arnold Schoenberg’s originals as well as materials related to Igor Stravinsky, George Gershwin, and others.
Dr. Spivacke was active in professional organizations. He helped found the National Music Council (serving as chairman of its organizing committee around 1939–1940 and later as archivist and executive-committee member until 1972). 
He was president of the Music Library Association from 1951 to 1953 and participated in the International Association of Music Libraries and the American Musicological Society. 
He also held advisory roles with the U.S. Department of State, UNESCO, and other bodies. His publications include Paganiniana (Washington, D.C., 1945) and various articles and bibliographical papers; he also contributed to documentation of American folk song and recorded sound.
He received honorary degrees from Baldwin-Wallace College (1947), the University of Rochester (1955), and the Cleveland Institute of Music (1969), along with other recognition for his work in musicology and librarianship.
Spivacke married concert violinist Carolyn Le Fèvre in 1927; they had two sons, Joseph L. and Robert C. Spivacke, and divorced in 1953. In 1955 he married Rose Marie Grentzer, a teacher, choral conductor, and University of Maryland professor; the marriage lasted until his death. After his death, his wife donated materials that form the core of the Harold Spivacke Collection at the Library of Congress (and later established the Rose Marie and Harold Spivacke Fund supporting music acquisitions).
Spivacke died on May 9, 1977 (age 72), in Washington, D.C., after a brief illness at George Washington University Medical Center/Hospital. Contemporary obituaries described him as a friend of countless composers, musicians, and collectors who earned a worldwide reputation as a musicologist and music librarian.
His tenure transformed the Library of Congress Music Division into a leading resource for American and international music research, performance, and preservation; his papers and related collections remain available for study there.

Selected Publications 
Über die objektive und subjektive Tonintensität (On the Objective and Subjective Aspects of Tonal Intensity). Ph.D. dissertation, University of Berlin, 1933 (awarded magna cum laude).
“The Cataloging of Folk-Song Records.” Notes (Music Library Association), no. 5 (Papers Read at the Joint Meeting of the American Library Association and the Music Library Association, Columbia University, 22 June 1937; November 1937): 9–16.
Contribution on the Archive of American Folk Song (Library of Congress), ca. 1938–1941. Documented versions include an article or essay in Southern Folklore Quarterly (ca. 1938) and The Archive of American Folk Song in the Library of Congress (Pittsburgh, 1941).
Foreword / introductory statement to Check-list of Recorded Songs in the English Language in the Archive of American Folk Song to July, 1940. Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, Music Division, 1942 (signed as Chief of the Music Division).
Paganiniana. Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress / Gertrude Clarke Whittall Foundation, 1945. (Also issued in the Library of Congress Quarterly Journal of Current Acquisitions, vol. II, no. 2, February 1945; approximately 19 pages with illustrations. Bibliographic study of materials relating to Nicolò Paganini.)
Contributions to Fontes artis musicae (and related IAML materials)
“Louise Hanson-Dyer in Memoriam.” Fontes artis musicae 10, no. 1/2 (1963): 1.
Various meeting reports, papers, and introductions connected with the International Association of Music Libraries (IAML), including materials on annual meetings, the International Committee of Music Phonorecord Collections, and audio-visual documentation (mid-1960s).
Additional essays and papers on music librarianship, sound archives, copyright, acoustics, and related topics (titles of drafts or working versions preserved in his papers include “Music librarianship: a practical guide” [ca. 1961], “National archive of sound recordings” [1963], “Place of acoustics in musicology” [1936], “Basic concepts in music education” [1958], and others).
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