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Phyllis Allen Richmond (1921 – 6 October 1997) was an American historian of science, librarian, information scientist, and educator, best known for her work on classification theory, faceted classification, and early library automation.
She was born in Boston in 1921 and was raised in Rochester, New York. In 1942 she received an A.B. in history from Western Reserve University and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. After a semester as a graduate scholar at Bryn Mawr College, she served as curator of history at the Rochester Museum of Arts and Sciences (1943–1945 and again in 1946–47).
 She earned an A.M. in history from the University of Pennsylvania in 1946. Supported by an American Council of Learned Societies fellowship at Cornell University (1947–48) and a Bennett fellowship at Pennsylvania (1948–49).
She completed a Ph.D. in the history of science at the University of Pennsylvania. Her dissertation, Americans and the Germ Theory of Disease, examined American resistance to microbiological ideas and remained influential in the history of medicine for decades.
 Dr. Richmond then worked as a research assistant to the director of the Institute of the History of Medicine at Johns Hopkins University. 
In 1952 she entered the School of Library Science at Western Reserve University, receiving an M.S.L.S. in 1956 and election to Beta Phi Mu. 
From 1955 she worked at the University of Rochester libraries: as a serials cataloger (1955–1960), supervisor of the River Campus Science Libraries (1961–1966), and information systems specialist (1966–1968). There she oversaw early computer-produced title-a-line book catalogs for the science and engineering libraries (1960–1968) and computer-produced serials lists (1966–1968), projects then regarded as leading-edge applications of automation. She also held a short visiting appointment at Western Reserve’s library school in 1966. 
She moved into library and information science education at Syracuse University in 1969, then joined the faculty of Case Western Reserve University in 1970, remaining until her retirement in 1984 as professor emeritus. 
She was widely regarded as an outstanding teacher of cataloging and classification who supervised numerous doctoral students and stressed the role of classification in organizing knowledge. She served as acting dean in 1979 and 1982–83 and as dean in 1983–84, and later as a visiting professor at Columbia University in 1986. 
Dr. Richmond was a corresponding member of the British Classification Research Group and helped form a U.S. Classification Research Study Group in the late 1950s to promote facet analysis, drawing especially on the work of S. R. Ranganathan. 
She was the first chair of the Classification Research Special Interest Group of the American Society for Information Science (ASIS), presented at international classification research conferences and wrote the practical guide Introduction to PRECIS for North American Usage. 
Her publications—more than 75 articles plus a book—addressed subject headings, concealed classification, and the relationship between theory and practice.
She served on American Library Association committees (including as assistant editor of Library Resources & Technical Services), ANSI subcommittees, and projects for the American Institute of Physics and the Association of Research Libraries. 
Dr. Richmond ‘s professional honors included:
· American Documentation Institute’s Technical Service Award-1968 
· ASIS Award of Merit - 1972 
· American Library Association- Margaret Mann Citation - 1977 for her work as writer, scholar, practitioner, and teacher. 
She was an avid birdwatcher, cat lover, ham-radio operator, and collector of stamps and shells. 
Dr. Phyllis A. Richmond died on 6 October 6,1997. 
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