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Frazer Glendon Poole was an American librarian and preservation specialist who established the Library of Congress’s modern preservation program and helped shape the interior planning and fire-protection systems of the James Madison Memorial Building. 
He was a native of Federalsburg, Maryland. He earned a bachelor’s degree from Catawba College in North Carolina in 1937. During World War II he served in the U.S. Navy at Okinawa; he later served again during the Korean War. After the war he received a library degree from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1949.
In 1956 he became assistant librarian at the University of California, Santa Barbara. 
In 1959 Frazer Poole moved to Chicago to direct the American Library Association’s Library Technology Project, a program that tested library equipment and supplies, promoted standards, and disseminated objective technical information—sometimes described as a “Consumer’s Union” for libraries. 
In September 1963 he joined the University of Illinois Chicago ( then called Chicago Circle Campus) as librarian and professor of library administration. 
He spent five weeks in Brazil as a consultant on the new library at the University of Brazil. 
He also taught library administration at the University of Illinois and edited The Library Environment: Aspects of Interior Planning (American Library Association, 1965), the proceedings of a 1964 institute.
Poole joined the Library of Congress in 1967 as assistant director for preservation (also referred to as Preservation Officer). He held the post until his retirement in 1978. 
During his tenure he
· led the library’s first comprehensive effort to conserve its historic collections, 
· established a Restoration Office that evolved into the Conservation Division (including a research and testing laboratory), 
· recruited specialists who had worked on the recovery of materials damaged in the 1966 Florence floods—among them Peter Waters,  Donald Etherington, and Christopher Clarkson.
Concurrently he served as coordinator of the Library’s Building Planning Office for the James Madison Memorial Building (a roughly 2.1-million-square-foot structure). He represented the library’s requirements to the Architect of the Capitol and was deeply involved in its interior design. 
Colleagues later described the program Poole built as a national and international model. He received the library’s Distinguished Service Award on retirement for this work.
After retirement  Poole continued in the field as chief of library materials and preservation for UNESCO, with assignments in the Middle East and Latin America. He was a member of the International Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works, the American Institute for Conservation, the Sierra Club, and the Cosmos Club.
Poole died 3 February 1999 in Alexandria, Virginia.
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