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Paul Noble Banks (April 15, 1934–May 10, 2000) was an American book conservator and educator who helped turn library and archives conservation from a workshop craft into a graduate profession.
Paul N. Banks was born in California. He studied at the Carnegie Institute of Technology in Pittsburgh, then worked in New York from 1956 to 1960 as a typographer and production assistant for Viking Press and Clark & Way, while taking evening courses in book-related subjects at Columbia University. 
After leaving commercial printing he spent several years in part-time work: assisting the binder Carolyn Horton, teaching bookbinding (including at Riverside Church), writing for the Journal of the Guild of Book Workers, and attending early conservation seminars at Cooperstown.
In 1964 he became conservator and head of conservation at the Newberry Library in Chicago, one of the first such appointments in an American research library. There he reformed binding and repair practice, began systematic monitoring of temperature, humidity, and other environmental conditions, and trained apprentices and staff. 
The Newberry conservation laboratory, which he directed, became a training ground for later conservators. In 1969 he gave the first paper on book conservation at a meeting of the American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works (AIC), on the treatment of the first British edition of Melville’s The Whale. 
He served as the American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works president from 1978 to 1980, the first professional book conservator to hold the office, and published steadily on binding, paper conservation, environmental standards, and training.
By the late 1970s his main concern was education. With National Endowment for the Humanities support he left the Newberry in 1981 to found and direct the Conservation Education Programs at Columbia University’s School of Library Service—the first degree-granting program in the United States for library and archives conservators and preservation administrators. 
Classes began on August 1, 1981. When Columbia closed the school in 1992, the program moved to the University of Texas at Austin; Banks taught there for the first three years and retired in 1996, then returned to New York
After retirement he continued as a consultant, including work for the Library of Congress and the National Archives on storage and display of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.
Paul N. Banks died in New York on May 10, 2000. 
The Paul Banks and Carolyn Harris Preservation Award, given by the Association for Library Collections and Technical Services, is named in part for him. His papers are held at the University of Texas at Austin.
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