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Members of the American Association of School Librarians Council at the 1948 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Chicago.Caption on the back reads: AASL Council members at Midwinter A.L.A. meeting Chicago, January 1948. Left to right: Elizabeth Johnson (Kentucky), Mrs. Louise Heaps (Maryland), Blanche Aust (Illinois), Mrs. Cecil Purcell (North Dakota), Margaret Nicholson (Minnesota)

Margaret E. Nicholsen (1904–1999) was an American librarian and bibliographic specialist known for her work in youth library services and reference tools.
She was born on December 7, 1904, in Blue Earth, Minnesota. She graduated from Carleton College in Northfield, Minnesota, in 1926.
Nicholsen worked as a librarian, with a focus that contributed to school and youth services. Her most notable publications are practical reference guides for biographical literature. In 1969, the H.W. Wilson Company published her People in Books: A Selective Guide to Biographical Literature Arranged by Vocations and Other Fields of Reader Interest (xviii, 498 pages). A first supplement appeared in 1977, covering indexes published from 1967 through 1971 and substantially expanding the resource. These works organized biographical sources by occupation and reader interest, supporting collection development, reference work, and readers’ advisory in libraries.
Her contributions to the profession were recognized in major biographical compilations of library leaders. She is the subject of an entry by Carol A. Doll in Pioneers and Leaders in Library Services to Youth: A Biographical Dictionary (edited by Marilyn L. Miller, Libraries Unlimited, 2003, pp. 176–178) and appears in the Dictionary of American Library Biography, Second Supplement (2003).
Nicholsen died on November 19, 1999, in Evanston, Illinois.
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