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Sister Mary Dorothy Neuhofer, Order of Saint Benedict, was a Benedictine sister, educator, librarian, archivist, and scholar who spent fifty years in library service at Saint Leo University (formerly Saint Leo College) in Florida. She is remembered for her contributions to the growth and professional development of the university’s library, her work within the Benedictine community, and her involvement with professional library organizations.
She was born on June 19, 1931, in St. Joseph, Florida, to Joseph and Helen (Barthle) Neuhofer, she was the second of eleven children. Her early interest in books was shaped by library visits with her father, a German immigrant who read in both English and German. 
Sister Dorothy entered the Benedictine Sisters of Florida in December 1950 and remained a member for sixty-five years, serving in roles that included prioress and archivist. One of her siblings, Sister Mary Clare Neuhofer, also belonged to the same community.
Before her long career at Saint Leo, Sister Dorothy taught for approximately fifteen years in Florida Catholic schools. While serving as principal of a new school in Venice, Florida, she founded a school library. She later earned a master’s degree in library science and, while continuing her professional work, completed a doctorate at Florida State University. 
Her dissertation research examined the origins and early development of Benedictine college libraries and was published in 1999 as In the Benedictine Tradition: The Origins and Early Development of Two College Libraries.
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On August 15, 1965, she began her service at what was then Saint Leo College as Reference Librarian and cataloger. Over the next five decades she held six successive library positions: Reference Librarian, Catalog Librarian, Director of Reader Services, Library Director, Director of Library Services, and University Archivist and Special Collections Librarian. 
She also oversaw the Marien Library at Holy Name Monastery. During her tenure she helped plan major library expansions, including work connected with the Daniel A. Cannon Memorial Library, initiated library instruction programs, edited a weekly library newsletter, and contributed to the university’s early participation in the Tampa Bay Library Consortium. 
Sister Dorothy was an active member of professional organizations, including service as President and executive board member of the Catholic Library Association. 
In August 2015 the university honored her for fifty years of continuous service. She died on October 14, 2015. An endowed scholarship at Saint Leo University bears her name.
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