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Annie Lou Watters McPheeters (February 22, 1908–December 23, 1994) was an African American librarian, educator, and civil rights activist who pioneered professional library service for Black communities in segregated Atlanta and built one of the South’s important early collections of African American history.
She was born Annie Lou Watters in Berwin, Floyd County, Georgi. Growing up under Jim Crow, she developed a lasting attachment to books and learning. In her 1988 memoir she recalled that reading introduced her to poets, historical figures, and distant places, even as public libraries across the South generally excluded African Americans.
She left Berwin for Clark University (later Clark Atlanta University) in Atlanta, earning a degree in English with a minor in education in 1929. That year she taught in the public schools of Summerville, Georgia. The following year she served briefly as acting librarian at Clark. 
She then worked as a teacher-librarian at St. Albans County Training School, a Rosenwald school in Simpsonville, South Carolina, and later as city and county librarian at the Phillis Wheatley Branch of the Greenville Public Library, where she drove a bookmobile through rural areas and saw firsthand the demand for library service among African Americans. 
In 1933 she received a B.S. in library science from the Hampton Institute School of Library Service. In 1940 she married Alphonso McPheeters, an educator. She later earned an M.S. in library science from Columbia University. 
In 1934 she joined the Auburn Branch of the Atlanta Public Library (the former Auburn Carnegie Library on Auburn Avenue) as assistant librarian. To increase use of the branch she helped develop the Adult Education Project, supported by the American Association of Adult Education, the American Library Association, and the Julius Rosenwald Fund. Within her first year she used that program to launch the Negro History Collection, a noncirculating set of books by and about people of African descent. 
Promoted to full librarian in 1936, she became one of the first African American professional librarians in the Atlanta Public Library system. She expanded the collection with gifts from visiting authors and made the branch a center for educational and civic programs.
In 1949 the collection moved with her to the new West Hunter Branch near the Atlanta University Center, where she served as head librarian until 1966. During these years the segregated branches she oversaw—Auburn, University Homes, and West Hunter—offered programs on politics, government, voting machines, and civic affairs. Young patrons included Martin Luther King Jr. and Maynard Jackson. 
Annie L. McPheeters worked with Black advocacy groups that pressed for desegregation of the Atlanta Public Library, achieved in 1959 (staff desegregation followed more slowly, into the late 1960s). She also compiled bibliographic works, among them Scarcity of Children’s Librarians in Public Libraries (1960) and volumes of Negro Progress in Atlanta, Georgia.
From 1966 to 1975 she was a reference librarian at Georgia State College (later Georgia State University), the first African American to hold a faculty position there. 
After retiring she consulted on library acquisitions for Pergamon Press (1977–79) and remained active in Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, the Utopian Literary Club, and the Helen A. Whiting Society. She strongly supported creation of the Auburn Avenue Research Library on African American Culture and History and attended its opening in May 1994. The Negro History Collection she founded forms a core of that library’s holdings.
In 1993 the Atlanta-Fulton Public Library System named the Washington Park branch the Washington Park/Annie L. McPheeters Branch Library in her honor. The main exhibition space of the Auburn Avenue Research Library, the Cary-McPheeters Gallery, is named jointly for her and librarian Alice Dugged Cary. After her death the Auburn Avenue Research Library established the Annie L. McPheeters Medallion, awarded for work that improves race relations or advances knowledge of Black culture and life. Her papers are held in the library’s archives. 
She is buried at South View Cemetery in Atlanta.
Her principal published recollection is Library Service in Black and White: Some Personal Recollections, 1921–1980 (Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow Press, 1988).
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