Francis Eugene McKenna -1921–1978
[image: Special Libraries Association logo.  Shows a blue globe.]
Francis Eugene McKenna was an American chemist who became a leading special librarian and information professional. He served as executive director of the Special Libraries Association (SLA) from 1970 until his 1978 and was posthumously inducted into the SLA Hall of Fame. In recognition of his work on copyright, he received an American Library Association Centennial Citation in 1976 and an SLA Special Citation in 1977. 
Francis Eugene McKenna  was born in Arizona in 1921 and moved with his parents to California in 1924. He attended school in Oakland, including a local grammar school, St. Jarlath’s Junior High School, and Castlemont High School. He earned a B.S. in chemistry from the University of California, Berkeley, then entered the graduate school of the University of Washington in 1941, majoring in chemistry with minors in mathematics and physics. He completed his Ph.D. in 1944 with a dissertation titled “Studies of Hemiacetal Formation in Alcohol-Aldehyde Systems,” later published in the Journal of the American Chemical Society. 
Dr. McKenna worked on the Manhattan Project as a research chemist (and later research supervisor) at the SAM Laboratories at Columbia University and with Carbide and Carbon Chemicals Corporation (approximately 1944–1946). 
He then held a postdoctoral research fellowship at the Institute for Nuclear Studies at the University of Chicago. In 1947 or 1948 he joined the Air Reduction Company (Airco, later Airco Inc.), a producer of industrial gases and ferroalloys, as a senior research chemist at the Central Research Laboratories in Murray Hill, New Jersey. 
He continued laboratory research until 1953, when he was assigned to organize and develop the company’s informational resources and facilities. Starting with a collection of roughly 2,500 volumes, he expanded the information center over about 13 years into a substantial resource of more than 25,000 volumes, over 10,000 reports and documents, several thousand microfilm volumes, and approximately 500 periodicals and scientific journals. He became senior information specialist and later supervisor of the Information Center. McKenna argued that a special library attains its ultimate value through information services broader than traditional library concepts; the center became a model embodying the SLA motto “Putting Knowledge to Work.”
He joined the Special Libraries Association in 1953 and rose through leadership roles at the chapter, division, and association levels. These included chair of the New York Chapter Science-Technology Group, president of the New Jersey Chapter (around 1959–1960), chair of the Metals/Materials Division (around 1960–1961), and division liaison officer. He served as president-elect and then as president of SLA in 1966–1967. 
From  1967-/1968 to 1970 he edited the association’s journal Special Libraries (and managed the publications department). In October 1970 he became executive director, a position he held until his death. Under his leadership SLA membership grew substantially, from roughly 6,000–6,500 to nearly or over 11,000. 
He promoted the association nationally and internationally, strengthened its role within the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA)—where he served as alternate representative and contributed to the elevation of the Special Libraries Section to Division status—and championed cooperative efforts with the American Library Association.
McKenna was especially active in the multi-year negotiations leading to the U.S. Copyright Law of 1976. He participated in congressional hearings, served on SLA copyright committees (including the Special Committee on Copyright Law Revision and its successor on Copyright Law Practice and Implementation), chaired the Copyright Committee of the Council of National Library Associations, and testified before the Commission on New Technological Uses of Copyrighted Works (CONTU). In recognition of this work he received an American Library Association Centennial Citation in 1976 and an SLA Special Citation in 1977. 
He also conceived, planned, and organized the First Worldwide Conference on Special Libraries, held in Honolulu, Hawaii, June 9–14, 1979 (SLA’s 70th annual conference); it was dedicated to his memory. The idea originated during a 1972 guest lectureship in Japan and expanded into an international gathering involving SLA, the IFLA Special Libraries Division, and Pacific Basin special library organizations.
Raised bilingual in English and German (partly at his parents’ urging), he later studied Japanese and Russian and was comfortable translating materials in French and German as well. 
Dr. Francis Eugene McKenna  died November 10, 1978, at his home in Greenwich Village, New York City. A memorial service was held at St. Joseph’s Church. He was elected posthumously to the SLA Hall of Fame in 1979.
McKenna’s career bridged research chemistry (including nuclear-related work) and the professionalization of special librarianship and information science. His leadership helped expand and revitalize SLA while advancing key policy issues such as copyright.

Publications and Presentations
He was a translator and a “prolific and incisive writer,” particularly during his editorship of Special Libraries (approximately 1968–1970), when he produced editorials and other contributions.
Chemistry publications
McKenna, F. E., H. V. Tartar, and E. C. Lingafelter. “Studies of Hemiacetal Formation in Alcohol—Aldehyde Systems. II. Refraction Studies.” Journal of the American Chemical Society 75, no. 3 (1953): 604–607. https://doi.org/10.1021/ja01099a024.
(Related work stemming from his 1944 University of Washington Ph.D. dissertation, “Studies of Hemiacetal Formation in Alcohol-Aldehyde Systems,” which was later published in the Journal of the American Chemical Society. A Part I, “Studies of Hemiacetal Formation in Alcohol-Aldehyde Systems. I. Cryoscopic Studies.” 
Library and information science publications
McKenna, F. E. “Expectations of Excellence.” Special Libraries 57, no. 6 (July–August 1966): 373–375.( address as incoming SLA president, published in the association’s journal.)
As editor of Special Libraries (roughly April 1968–October 1970), McKenna contributed editorials and other unsigned or signed pieces in multiple issues. Specific titled editorials beyond the 1966 presidential address are not fully indexed in readily accessible digital sources.
Testimony and policy statements
McKenna, Frank E. Statement of Dr. Frank E. McKenna, Executive Director, Special Libraries Association. In Copyright Law Revision: Hearings Before the Subcommittee on Patents, Trademarks, and Copyrights of the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, Ninety-Third Congress, First Session. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1973. (Prepared statement and oral testimony concerning library photocopying and interlibrary loan provisions of the pending copyright revision bill; available in ERIC ED092082 and related congressional records.)
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