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Harold Adlore Lancour (also known as Adlore Harold Lancour or Harold A. Lancour) was an American librarian, bibliographer, library educator, and international consultant whose career linked bibliographic scholarship with the development of library education in the United States and abroad.
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He was founding member and executive secretary of Beta Phi Mu from 1948 to 1974.
He was the first editor of the Journal of Education for Librarianship (now Journal of Education for Library and Information Science; JELIS.
Harold Adlore Lancour was born on June 27, 1908, in Duluth, Minnesota. His studies included time in 1930 at the Institut Universitaire des Hautes Études Internationales in Geneva, followed by a B.A. in international law and international relations from the University of Washington (around 1931). He then trained in librarianship at Columbia University, receiving a bachelor’s degree in library service in 1936, a master’s in 1940, and an Ed.D. in 1947.
Lancour began his professional work in reference service at the New York Public Library (1935–1937). From 1937 to 1947 he held library and teaching posts at Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art in New York, including a decade as librarian. 
A period of military service in Europe was followed by increasingly international activity. 
He was elected to the American Antiquarian Society in 1946 and remained an active member.
In 1947 he joined the University of Illinois Library School as professor and associate dean remaining until 1961. During 1950–1951 he was a Fulbright scholar in Britain, visiting library schools and encouraging exchanges. 
He directed the United States Information Service libraries in France for a year.
In 1957 the Carnegie Corporation of New York commissioned him to survey libraries in British West Africa. His report, published in 1958 as Libraries in British West Africa (University of Illinois Library School Occasional Papers, no. 53), argued that library progress depended on professional leadership and recommended a postgraduate program, suggesting University College, Ibadan, as a site. The recommendation contributed to the later development of library education in Nigeria and the wider region.
 In the 1960s Dr. Lancou consulted for the Ford Foundation in the Belgian Congo, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, Sudan, and Uganda, and for the U.S. Agency for International Development in Chile, Guatemala, Iran, and Mali.
In 1961 he became founding dean of the Graduate School of Library and Information Sciences at the University of Pittsburgh. There he built an internationally oriented faculty and curriculum, helped establish an International Library Information Center, and supported study by students from many countries. 
He was also director of the International Graduate Summer School at the College of Librarianship Wales. 
Among his organizational roles, he was a founding member and executive secretary (1948–1974) of Beta Phi Mu, the international library science honor society established at Illinois. 
He served as managing editor of Library Trends (1952–1961/62), was the first editor of the Journal of Education for Librarianship, and was a joint editor (with Allen Kent and others) of the multi-volume Encyclopedia of Library and Information Science. 
Some personal memories:
Harold and I met in 1973 as he was in his last year at the University of Pittsburgh and I was beginning my first. My initial indication that he would be onsite was hearing a person in the office asking the staff if they had heard from him.
Learning that this was his wife, Marie, they explained that Harold had been in Nigeria helping test students in the library science program and seemed to have disappeared on his route home. It turned out that he headed east rather than returning directly and was caught on Easter Island when all communications were lost and no one, airlines or officials could send messages off the island.
Students in the program were quick to relate how he and his wife opened their home to them for parties, dinners, and so many special events. Harold and Marie were truly interested in their social as well as their academic lives.
He, Margaret Hodges (faculty and children’s book author), Ann Lee Alexander (student services), and I often brought our lunches and ate them in the dean’s conference room. Harold spent those brief hours telling his personal stories about all the luminaries I had read about, been assigned their articles, used their textbooks, listened to their presentations at conferences, and considered almost sacred. He related efforts to establish organizations, periodicals, books, and even encyclopedias.
Dr. Lancour retired in 1974 as dean emeritus and moved to a farm in Weston, Vermont. While there he spent time with the monk who restored books at the Weston Priory and took me there when I was going to a meeting in Montpelier. Spending the night with Harold and Marie, he showed me a marker on his lawn where Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys stopped on their way somewhere. He told me that this spot was now being visited by schoolchildren as well as every guest he and Marie entertained for any diner.
Apparently one evening one of his guests, a historian also, asked Harold how he had confirmed this exact spot. When Harold admitted he had not, she chided him. His response,  “Well, I didn’t know they didn’t.”
Harold Adlore Lancour died October 23, 1981, in Weston, Vermont and many of the faculty at Pitt attended the memorial service at the Weston Priory where their choir sang. He was indeed an innovator, a luminary.
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