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John Phillip Immroth (September 30, 1936 – April 1976) was an American librarian, library educator, author, and intellectual-freedom advocate. 
He is best remembered as a specialist in Library of Congress Classification and as the founder and first chair of the American Library Association’s Intellectual Freedom Round Table (IFRT). The John Phillip Immroth Memorial Award, given annually by the IFRT for personal courage in defense of freedom of expression, was established in his honor in 1979.
Immroth was born in La Junta, Colorado. He earned a B.A. and an M.A. in English literature at the University of Colorado. His library degree was from the University of Denver. He taught librarianship there and at SUNY/Geneseo, before joining the faculty at Pittsburgh, where he earned the PhD in 1970 and served as assistant dean in 1971-73.
He published several practical and analytical works on cataloging and classification in the late 1960s and early 1970s, including A Guide to the Library of Congress Classification (first issued 1968; later editions continued after his death as Immroth’s Guide to the Library of Congress Classification), Analysis of Vocabulary Control in Library of Congress Classification and Subject Headings (1971), and, with Jay E. Daily, Library Cataloging: A Guide for a Basic Course (1971).
He was active in professional education and association work. He was a Councilor for the American Library association. In 1973 he founded the Intellectual Freedom Round Table of the American Library Association and served as its first chair. Colleagues described him as a teacher, scholar, and defender of First Amendment rights whose work left a lasting mark on both the theory and practice of intellectual freedom in libraries.
An expert in cataloging, classification, and bibliography, he was honored with the Esther J. Piercy Award in 1971 -- an annual prize given by the Association for Library Collections & Technical Services (ALCTS), a division of ALA. The awardala.org
 was established in 1968 by ALA’s Resources and Technical Services Division (later ALCTS) in memory of Esther J. Piercy, editor of the Journal of Cataloging and Classification (1950–1956) and of Library Resources & Technical Services (1957–1967).
Immroth died in April 1976 at the age of 39. At the time of his death, he was associate professor at the University of Pittsburgh library school, where he had taught since 1968.
The IFRT established the memorial award to recognize living individuals, groups, or organizations that exemplify the courage and dedication he showed.
He was married to Barbara Froling Immroth (1942–2021), a children’s and youth-services librarian and later professor at the University of Texas at Austin School of Information. She earned the Ph.D. from the University of Pittsburgh in 1980 after working as a children’s librarian at the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh and teaching in Pennsylvania. 
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