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Vincent Harris Duckles (1913–1985) was an American musicologist, music librarian, and bibliographer best known for building the University of California, Berkeley, Music Library into a major research collection and for compiling the standard annotated guide Music Reference and Research Materials. He was president of the Music Library Association in 19960-61.
Duckles  was born on September 21, 1913, in Boston, Massachusetts. The family moved to Oroville, California, when he was about eighteen months old. As a child he studied piano and organ; by high school he also played double bass. At the University of California, Berkeley, he studied philosophy and English literature before majoring in music in his senior year, receiving an A.B. in 1936. 
He then studied organ in Chicago and entered the doctoral program in education at Columbia University, aiming to develop a broadly conceived high-school music curriculum. He earned an M.A. in 1937 and an Ed.D. in 1944; his dissertation was titled “A High School Course in Creative Music.” Between 1941 and 1944 he taught music in secondary schools in Dover, Delaware, and Bakersfield, California.
In 1944 he returned to Berkeley and began graduate study in musicology under Manfred Bukofzer. Bukofzer found the university’s music holdings poorly organized and understaffed and pressed for improvement. The Berkeley Music Library was established on July 1, 1947, with Duckles, then Bukofzer’s doctoral student, as its first head—a post he held until retirement. 
He completed a Bachelor of Library Science at Berkeley in 1950, held a Fulbright senior research scholarship at the University of Cambridge (1950–51), and received his Ph.D. in musicology in 1953 with a dissertation on John Gamble’s commonplace book and seventeenth-century English song (later work treated florid embellishment and the Gamble manuscript as a source for continuo song). 
He helped design the music library in the department’s new building. With the support of University Librarian Donald Coney, music materials were consolidated in the new building in 1958. 
 He held a second Fulbright at the University of Göttingen (1957–58) and was promoted to full professor of music in the early 1960s.
 An American Council of Learned Societies grant supported research in Europe, including Florence, in the mid-1960s. He retired as head of the Music Library around 1980–81 and received a University Citation for Distinguished Achievement and Notable Service.
Under his direction the collection grew from a modest departmental holding into one of the leading American music research libraries. Major acquisitions included the personal libraries of Bukofzer and Alfred Einstein, substantial opera vocal-score collections (among them one associated with Sigmund Romberg), large groups of Italian librettos, and the dramatic-music section of Alfred Cortot’s library, together with many smaller rare books and manuscripts obtained on European buying trips. 
An endowment for rare music materials aided systematic purchasing. Duckles later summarized the library’s development in “The University of California (Berkeley) Music Library” (Notes, 1979) and organized exhibitions, with catalogs, for the 1977 International Musicological Society congress in Berkeley on early music printing and on musical instruments.
Dr. Duckles was active in professional organizations. In the Music Library Association he served as vice-president (1953–55 and 1960–61) and president (1961), chaired several committees, and helped establish the Northern California chapter.
Hee edited the 1959–60 Library Trends issue on music libraries and librarianship.
He represented the United States at the 1951 Paris meeting that led to the International Association of Music Libraries, later served as president of its U.S. branch (1975–78), and was elected an honorary member in 1980. 
In 1982 he became an honorary member of the American Musicological Society.
 His scholarly interests centered on seventeenth-century English song, music bibliography, and the history of musical scholarship. He contributed the major article “Musicology” to The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians (1980).
Dr. Duckles’ reference work, Music Reference and Research Materials: An Annotated Bibliography (New York, 1964; subsequent revised editions, later with collaborators), became the standard guide for graduate students and music reference librarians.
Duckles died in Berkeley on July 1, 1985.
The Music Library Association award for the best book-length bibliography or research tool in music, given since the 1970s, was renamed the Vincent H. Duckles Award in his honor. His principal legacies are the Berkeley collections he assembled and the students he trained as both scholar and librarian.
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