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Robert Bruce Croneberger Jr. (January 19, 1937 – February 27, 1998) was an American public librarian and library administrator. He was cited in American Libraries among “100 of the Most Important Leaders We Had in the 20th Century” for his work in information and referral services, urban library advocacy, intellectual freedom, and library partnerships.
Croneberger was born in Pottsville, Pennsylvania. He earned a bachelor’s degree in classical languages from Lehigh University, a master’s degree in the same field from the University of Pennsylvania in 1961 and a master’s degree in library science from the Drexel Institute of Technology in 1962.
After graduation he joined the Library of Congress, where he worked until 1968 in roles that included executive assistant, assistant chief of the Card Division, and assistant chief of the Serial Record Division.
Croneberger was deputy director of the Detroit Public Library from 1969 to 1975. There he helped develop experimental information services that combined traditional reference work, neighborhood “little city hall” functions in cooperation with city government, and community studies involving sociology students and local agencies. These efforts contributed to the creation of The Information Place, the library’s information-and-referral service. He became known as one of the founders of the library information-and-referral movement and later chaired the Information and Referral Taskforce of the National Commission on Libraries and Information Science.
From 1975 -1985 he was director of the Memphis–Shelby County Public Library and Information Center. From January 1, 1985- 1986 he served as Tennessee State Librarian and Archivist.
He was appointed director of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh in 1986. His tenure emphasized community partnerships and access. Notable initiatives included the Oakland Library Consortium (with the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University), the county-wide Electronic Information Network, and successful efforts to secure ongoing funding through the Allegheny Regional Asset District. Under his leadership the library established the Martin Luther King Jr. Reading Center, expanded the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped into the Leonard C. Staisey building, started a Friends of the Library program, and formed partnerships that included a Helpline with the United Way of Allegheny County, work with the Pittsburgh Mediation Center, and collaboration on The Library Center with Point Park College. He also extended services to public-housing communities.
Croneberger was active in the American Library Association, serving on its Council (1984–1987), chairing the Committee on Accreditation for three terms, and serving on the legislative committee until his death. 
He helped revive the Urban Library Council (a consortium of large metropolitan public libraries) in 1992 and chaired it for roughly the last four years of his life. He argued that libraries formed part of urban infrastructure and that information access alone was insufficient without supporting services such as transportation.
In March 1996 he testified as an expert witness for the American Library Association and allied organizations in the federal challenge to the Communications Decency Act (Reno v. ACLU). He described the practical burdens the statute would impose on public libraries and illustrated how broad restrictions on sexual content could affect ordinary research. The three-judge panel that struck down the Act cited his testimony three times; the decision was later affirmed by the U.S. Supreme Court.
Croneberger died February 27, 1998.

Nationally he was remembered for advocacy of intellectual freedom and for elevating information-and-referral and urban-library concerns within the profession.
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