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Martha Terosse Boaz (October 27, 1911–July 24, 1995) was an American librarian, educator, and administrator best known as the longest-serving dean of the University of Southern California (USC) School of Library Science.
She was born in Stuart, Patrick County, Virginia-- one of eight children raised in a household filled with books. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree from Madison College (now James Madison University) in Harrisonburg, Virginia, around 1932–1933, where she had worked in the college library as a student. After briefly teaching in public schools in Virginia and Kentucky, she completed a Bachelor of Science in Library Science at George Peabody College in 1937. 
From 1940 to 1949 she served as assistant librarian at Madison Memorial Library (later Carrier Library) at Madison College. 
She then earned a master’s degree in library science in 1950 and a Ph.D. in library science in 1955 from the University of Michigan, becoming the first woman and only the third person to receive a doctorate in the field from that institution.
After a year at the Pasadena Public Library, Boaz joined the faculty of USC’s library school in 1953 and became dean in 1955, a post she held until her retirement in 1978. Under her leadership, enrollment grew from 89 students to nearly 400. 
She introduced extension courses, established a doctoral program in library science, and created an innovative one-unit televised course, “Living Library” (later expanded into a 36-part series in 1970), designed to introduce the profession to a wider audience. 
An early advocate of library automation, she organized a three-day symposium on the subject in 1958 with speakers from IBM, the Rand Corporation, the U.S. Patent Office, and other organizations. By 1976 the school was the first fully automated department on the USC campus. She also raised funds for and oversaw construction of a new three-story library-school building completed in 1974.
Boaz was active in professional associations. She served as president of the California Library Association (1962–1963), during which she helped develop a “Master Plan for Public Libraries in California” that contributed to the creation of regional library systems.
She was president of the Association of American Library Schools (now ALISE, (1962–1963).
Within the California Library Association she also chaired the Research Committee (1958–1960) and the Intellectual Freedom Committee (1964–1966), led the Library Education Division (1968–1969), and held other board and council roles. 
She was president of the   Association for Library and Information Science Education  in 1962–1963.
Her honors included the 
· Beta Phi Mu Award (1974), 
· USC Trojan Woman of the Year (1976), 
· USC Distinguished Emerita (1982), and the 
· Association for Library and Information Science Education Award for Professional Contributions to Library and Information Science (1987). 
· California Librarian Hall of Fame (2023)
The reference room of James Madison University’s Carrier Library is named in her honor. She was inducted into the California Library Hall of Fame in 2023. 
Dr. Martha Boaz died on July 24, 1995, in Martinsville, Virginia.
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