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Susan Grey Akers (April 3, 1889–January 30, 1984) was an American librarian, cataloging specialist, and academic administrator. She was the first woman to hold a full professorship and an academic deanship at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she led the School of Library Science for more than two decades.
Akers was born in Richmond, Kentucky. She earned an A.B. from the University of Kentucky in 1909, with a major in Latin and a minor in Greek. From 1909 to 1911 she taught in public schools in Murray, Kentucky, and Birmingham, Alabama. 
In 1911–1912 she worked as an assistant librarian at the public library in Louisville, Kentucky, then completed a certificate at the Library School of the University of Wisconsin in 1913.
She next served as librarian and assistant curator in the Department of Hygiene and Physical Education at Wellesley College (1913–1920), where she reorganized the collection and catalog. 
From 1920 to 1922 she was a cataloger at the University of North Dakota Library. She returned to Wisconsin as an instructor and assistant professor in the Library School and as a visitor for the Wisconsin Library Commission (1922–1928). During this period, she developed a reputation as a cataloging expert. At the request of the American Library Association, she wrote Simple Library Cataloging (first published in 1927), a practical manual for small libraries that appeared in multiple editions and remained influential for decades.
In 1927 she entered the University of Chicago Graduate Library School on a fellowship, studying under Harriet E. Howe and Douglas Waples. Her dissertation addressed cataloging practice and argued against unnecessary bibliographic detail. She received the Ph.D. in 1932, becoming the second woman and the fourth person in the United States to earn a doctorate in library science.
Dr. Akers joined the newly established School of Library Science at the University of North Carolina in 1931 as an associate professor. In 1932 she was promoted to full professor—the first woman at the university to hold that rank—and named acting director. She became full director in 1935 and dean in 1942, serving until 1954; she was the first woman to hold a deanship at UNC. During her tenure the school, supported by Carnegie Corporation grants, trained librarians for the South and expanded its curriculum. She later held the title of professor and dean emeritus.
In 1950–1951 she took leave to serve as a civilian consultant to a library science workshop under the Civil Information and Education Section of the U.S. Army in Tokyo, training Japanese teachers who would instruct school librarians. In 1954–1955 she was a visiting lecturer in library science at the University of Tehran. 
In 1956 the American Library Association awarded her the Margaret Mann Citation in Cataloging and Classification.
Colleagues remembered her as gracious, friendly, and scholarly. UNC System President William C. Friday later described her as one of the leaders who helped the university grow from a relatively small campus into a large research institution. 
Dr. Susan Grey Akers  remained active in connection with the school after retirement and died in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, on January 30, 1984.
Her papers are held in the Southern Historical Collection at UNC’s Louis Round Wilson Special Collections Library.
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