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Robert Newton Broadus ( December 3, 1922 -  March 19, 2015 ) was an American librarian, library science professor, and author best known for his work on collection development.
He was raised in Lancaster, Kentucky. He earned a B.A. from Pepperdine College, a B.L.S. from the University of Chicago, and a Ph.D. from the University of Southern California. Early in his career he worked eight years as a college librarian and five years in the marketing division of Sperry Rand Corporation.
His main career was teaching and research. He taught at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb (1955–56 and 1961–76) and then at the School of Information and Library Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (1976–93). 
Dr. Broadus wrote the widely used textbook Selecting Materials for Libraries (H.W. Wilson, 1973; 2nd ed. 1981), edited or co-edited other volumes, and published scholarly articles on topics including collection evaluation, use studies, bibliometrics, and library operations. His work was frequently cited in information science. 
He was honored with the American Library Association Beta Phi Mu Award, given annually for distinguished service to education for librarianship. The award citation praised his “insatiate curiosity, . . . extensive publications, . . . acute and sophisticated sense of humor, . . . intellect. . .. rectitude, . . . sense of purpose, and . . . quiet dignity.”

Robert N. Broadus died March 19, 2015.
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