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Stephen M. Hayes (September 30, 1950–July 14, 2025) was an American academic librarian whose career at the University of Notre Dame spanned more than four decades. He was best known for his work in government documents and federal information policy and for founding the university’s pioneering all-electronic business library.
Hayes was born in Detroit, Michigan. He earned a bachelor’s degree in child psychology from Michigan State University in 1972 and a Master of Librarianship from Western Michigan University in 1974. In 1979 he completed a second master’s degree, in administration (MSA), at the University of Notre Dame. 
Hayes joined Notre Dame’s Hesburgh Libraries in 1974 as a reference librarian. In 1976 he became Reference and Public Documents Librarian and head of the Documents Center, which housed both a Federal Depository Library and a European Union depository collection. 
Stephen Hayes’ research and professional advocacy centered on federal information policy and public access to government information. He was an active member of the American Library Association from 1974 onward and served as chair of ALA’s Government Documents Round Table (GODORT) in 1987–1988. 
He chaired numerous GODORT committees, including the Reorganization Committee, and worked on ALA’s Committee on Legislation Subcommittee on Government Information and the ALA Ad Hoc Task Force on Restrictions on Access to Government Information during periods when access to federal information faced political and economic constraints. He also reviewed and commented on legislation and regulations for ALA and the Congressional Joint Committee on Printing and represented ALA at the fifth Solomon’s Island Group meeting on public access to government information.
He served two terms on the Depository Library Council to the Public Printer of the United States (1994–1996, including as Council secretary in 1995–1996, and 2010–2013). 
He taught government information and business information at the Indiana University School of Library and Information Science and spoke frequently on federal information resources, access to government information, and business information sources. 

He also served on advisory boards for vendors including EBSCO, Gale, Dun & Bradstreet, and ProQuest, as well as the North American Business School Advisory Board.
In 1994 Hayes was appointed Business Services Librarian at the Mendoza College of Business. In 1995 he opened the Thomas Mahaffey, Jr. Business Information Center (BIC), later renamed the Mahaffey Business Library (2014). When it opened, the library’s predominantly electronic character was unique among the top fifty business schools and considered cutting-edge. He later held the title “Entrepreneurial Spirit Endowed Business Librarian” and served as director of the library until retirement. He received emeritus status in 2020.
Notre Dame recognized him in 1998 with the Rev. Paul J. Foik, C.S.C., Award for outstanding contributions to librarianship. 
In 2023 GODORT awarded him the James Bennett Childs Award, its highest honor for a lifetime of significant contribution to documents librarianship. Nominators credited him with helping modernize GODORT and the Federal Depository Library Program and noted his advocacy for open-access government information even after he moved into business librarianship.
Beyond the library, Hayes served as faculty advisor for the Notre Dame/Saint Mary’s College Equestrian Team and Club, sat on the board of El Buen Vecino (a South Bend Hispanic service organization), served as president of the Wooded Estates Neighborhood Association, and sat on the South Bend City Council’s Information and Technology Committee.
 Memorial contributions were requested for Pet Refuge. A celebration of life was held July 23, 2025, at the Knights of Columbus Hall in South Bend.
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