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Susana J. Liu (1942–2020) was an academic librarian and a leader in the Chinese American library community. She spent more than four decades in cataloging, serials, reference, and student services, culminating in a long career at San José State University (SJSU). 
In 1942 Liu earned a B.A. from National Chung Hsing University in Taiwan in 1963, then worked as a social worker for Taiwan’s Ministry of Education from 1963 to 1964.
 In 1966 she completed an M.S. in library science at Case Western Reserve University, where she also served as a student assistant librarian. She later earned an M.A. in instructional technology from SJSU in 1980.
Liu’s U.S. library career included positions as Catalog Librarian-the University of Missouri, Columbia 1966-1969; Catalog Librarian- Rice University, 1969-1970; Catalog Maintenance Department Head, Texas A&M University- 1970-1974; Acquisitions Librarian, Foothill College- 1974-1975; Catalog Librarian, Stanford University- 1975-1976; Reference Librarian, City College of San Francisco, 1976-1977; and Reference Librarian, City College of San Francisco, 1976-1977’
In 1977 Liu was appointed Serials Department head at San José State University and then in 1986 as reference librarian and special services coordinator until her retirement in 2013. In that later period, she was also coordinator of international students for the University Library. 
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Beyond her campus work, Susana Liu was a prominent member of the Chinese American Librarians Association (CALA). 
She served as CALA president in 1981-1982 and played a central role in merging the Chinese Librarians Association in California into CALA in 1983. She held numerous leadership positions in the organization, mentored many members, and consistently encouraged impactful professional action. 
She was honored with the CALA Distinguished Service Award in 2005.
Susana Liu died September 27, 2020.
In January 2021 the American Library Association Council adopted a memorial resolution honoring her contributions. 
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