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Rita Joyce Williams Jones (June 17, 1948–January 2020) was an American academic librarian and community-college administrator best known as the first African American librarian hired by City College of San Francisco (CCSF) and later as that institution’s Dean of Library and Learning Resources. Over a career of nearly four decades she helped shape one of California’s largest community-college library systems and was a longtime leader in the Black Caucus of the American Library Association (BCALA).
Jones was born in Memphis, Tennessee, and moved to California before the age of two. She earned a Bachelor of Arts from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1970 and a Master of Science in Library Science from Berkeley in 1972. As an undergraduate she was a member of Delta Sigma Theta. 
While completing graduate study she worked as a public-library branch librarian in Richmond, California, an assignment the American Library Association later described as the start of her professional life. After a brief period of teaching in Richmond, she joined the City College of San Francisco (CCSF) in 1972. She rose through a succession of posts—reference librarian, co-coordinator of public services, head of acquisitions and collections, and instructional dean—before serving as Dean of Library and Learning Resources. The Council of Chief Librarians of the California Community Colleges lists her as library director from 1991 until her retirement in 2010.
As dean she oversaw multiple campus libraries, including a media center and language center on the Ocean Campus and a library at the John Adams Campus. She was responsible for planning and promoting services in a $25 million, five-story library and learning resources center on the Ocean Campus—the Louise and Claude Rosenberg, Jr. Library and Learning Resource Center, opened in 1995 and described in the ALA memorial resolution as the largest community-college learning resource center in California. A founding member of CCSF’s Friends of the Library, she framed library work around student success for a highly diverse enrollment.
In 2003, under her leadership, ACRL awarded CCSF’s Library and Learning Resource Center the Excellence in Academic Libraries Award in the community-college category. Jones accepted the award on campus that September and credited faculty, staff, administration, and students for programs serving tens of thousands of learners. 

On May 11, 2000, San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown declared “Rita W. Jones Day.”
Jones was active in ALA, the California Library Association, the Association of California Community College Administrators, and BCALA. 
She served on the BCALA Executive Board, on the planning committee for the first National Conference of African American Librarians in Columbus, Ohio, and on the 2007 BCALA NCAAL Awards and Honors Committee. She was president of the California Librarians Black Caucus, Northern Section. Colleagues remembered her as a mentor who combined administrative rigor with personal generosity.
She moved to Pacifica, California, in 1973 and raised her family there. She was active at Ocean View Bible Fellowship Church and represented the congregation in the San Francisco Peninsula Baptist Association. After retiring in 2010 she devoted more time to church and family. 
Rita Joyce Williams Jones died in South San Francisco in January 2020.
On June 29, 2021, the ALA Council adopted a Memorial Resolution Honoring Rita Joyce Williams Jones at the Virtual Annual Conference. The resolution asked members to emulate her “dedication and professionalism, coupled with warmth, generosity, graciousness, joy, and sustained vision,” and directed that copies be sent to her family, placed in BCALA’s archives, and transmitted to City College of San Francisco.
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