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Latanya N. Jenkins (January 9, 1976–April 13, 2021) was an academic librarian, government-information specialist, and advocate for diversity in librarianship. 
Early Life and Education
Latanya Jenkins was born in Philadelphia in 1976. She graduated from Camden Catholic High School in Cherry Hill in 1994. In 1998 she earned a bachelor’s degree in anthropology and English from Franklin & Marshall College. After college she worked as a library clerk and assistant in Temple University’s Health Sciences Library beginning around 2002—an experience that drew her into academic librarianship. She completed a Master of Science in Library and Information Science at Drexel University in 2006 and later earned a certificate in Adult Organizational Development from Temple University in 2017.
Career
After library school, Jenkins was recruited into Purdue University Libraries’ inaugural diversity fellowship and served as a diversity fellow and visiting assistant professor. She then held reference positions at two historically Black universities in Maryland: Bowie State University and Morgan State University where she was a reference and government documents librarian and liaison to the School of Architecture and Planning.
She was appointed to Temple University Libraries in January 2013 as Government Information and African American Studies librarian. In that role she handled collection development and reference for African American Studies/Africology, selected and managed government documents, trained colleagues in government information, taught research skills, and supported faculty seeking government records. 
Latanya Jenkins served on Temple’s Faculty Senate Committee on the Status of Faculty of Color, the International Programs committee, the Academic Center on Research in Diversity (ACCORD) steering committee, and the Global Women’s Dialogue steering committee. In 2021 she received regular appointment—the librarians’ equivalent of permanence or tenure—shortly before her death.
Nationally, she was an ALA Emerging Leader (2008), an Association of Research Libraries diversity scholar and mentor, a participant in the Minnesota Institute for Early Career Librarians from Traditionally Underrepresented Groups, an IFLA fellow, and a 2020 Library Freedom Institute fellow. 
She was active in ALA’s Government Documents Round Table (GODORT), ACRL, and ACRL’s African American Studies librarians group, and she belonged to the Library Freedom Project.
Scholarship and Presentations
Jenkins contributed the chapter “Teaching with Library Guides: Using Collections with Government Information” to Government Information Essentials, edited by Susanne Caro (ALA Editions, 2018). The book received GODORT’s Margaret T. Lane and Virginia F. Saunders Memorial Research Award in 2019. She presented widely on government information, collections assessment, and diversity, including at the Association for the Study of African American Life and History; the International Conference on Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in Libraries in Limerick, Ireland (2017); and as a featured speaker at the 8th Rizal Library International Conference in Quezon City, Philippines (2019).
Latanya N. Jenkins died April 13, 2021, at Samaritan Hospice in Voorhees, New Jersey. at age 45.  After her death, colleagues honored her in a Temple Libraries memorial gathering and through an ALA memorial resolution. 
Jenkins’s legacy rests in the students and researchers she taught, the government and African American collections she built and explained, and the younger librarians—especially Black librarians—she mentored in a profession that remains predominantly white. The American Library Association remembered her as a passionate advocate for diversity and inclusion and as a colleague “whose compassion and excellent humor made an impression wherever she went.”
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