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Guy Grady Garrison (December 17, 1927 – May 13, 2013) was an American librarian and library educator, best known as dean of Drexel University’s library school for 19 years and as a founder of organized research in U.S. library education.
Guy Garrison was born in Akron, Ohio. He earned a B.A. in English from Baldwin-Wallace College in 1950.
He served with U.S. Army, 1950-1952.
He earned the M.S. in Library Service from Columbia University in 1954.
Garrison worked at the Oak Park (Illinois) Public Library, 1954-1958 as head reader services, and the Kansas City Missouri Public Library.
Garrison earned the Ph.D. in library science from the University of Illinois in 1960. He then moved into academic work at the University of Illinois Graduate School of Library Science. There he became a professor and director of the Library Research Center, established in 1962 and widely described as the first organized research unit in an American library school. In 1964 he edited a Library Trends issue on research methods in librarianship.
In 1968 Dr. Garrison was appointed professor and dean of Drexel’s Graduate School of Library Science. He remained dean until 1987. Under his leadership the school broadened its faculty, expanded research, renovated the Rush Building, dedicated the Alumni Garden in 1981, and established Drexel’s Sigma chapter of Beta Phi Mu in 1969.
In 1984 the school was renamed the School of Library and Information Studies. After stepping down as dean, Dr. Garrison became the first Alice B. Kroeger Professor, a chair he held until retiring in 1992.
Garrison’s writing focused on library education and public libraries, including “Library Education and the Public Library” (Library Journal, 1970) and later historical work on Drexel’s program, such as A Century of Library Education at Drexel University (1992).
Professional Associations
Association for Library and Information Science Education (formerly American Association of Library Schools. Dr. Garrison wrote a regular column titled “Research Record” in the AALS Journal of Education for Librarianship. 1968 through 1972.He served as president of AALS during the 1976–1977 term.
American Library Association. ALA Library Education Division (LED) Research Committee, 1965–1969; ALA Advisory Committee for the Office of Research and Development, 1966
ALA Library Organization and Management Section (LOMS) Statistics Committee, 1968–1972 ; ALA–National Education Association (NEA) Joint Committee, 1968–1973; ALA Advisory Committee for the Office of Library Education, 1971–1973 ; ALA Committee on Accreditation (COA), 1972–1973.
Honors In 1992 the American Library Association honored Dr. Garrison with the Beta Phi Mu Award for distinguished service to education for librarianship, citing especially the Illinois Library Research Center.
In 2011 Drexel awarded him an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters. His professional papers from 1964–1996 are held by Drexel University Archives.
In retirement Dr. Garrison lived in the Philadelphia suburbs, served as president of the Friends of Tredyffrin Library, and was active at the Athenaeum of Philadelphia, where he and his wife established the Guy and Joanne Garrison Book Fund.
He died May 13, 2013 in Radnor, Pennsylvania.
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