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Yvonne Jeannette Chandler (1957-2020) was a law librarian, library educator, and advocate for diversity in the profession. 
She was born in 1957 in Birmingham, Alabama.
Yvonne Chandler earned a B.A. from Clark College in Atlanta in 1978 and an M.L.S. from Atlanta University in 1979. She later completed a Ph.D. at the University of Michigan School of Information in 1995. 
After library school Dr. Chandler was head law librarian at the Atlanta firm Kutak, Rock & Campbell (1979–82), then law librarian at Dobson Griffin & Westerman in Ann Arbor (1983–84). She worked as a senior research associate at Research Atlanta from 1985 to 1988, then taught at Clark Atlanta University’s School of Library and Information Studies as assistant professor and assistant to the dean for special projects (1988–90).
In 1993 she joined the University of North Texas as assistant professor and director of the Law Librarianship and Legal Informatics Program in what became the Department of Information Science in the College of Information. The program she built prepared more than 150 law librarians. 
Dr. Chandler taught information access and retrieval, government information, and legal librarianship, and she described her teaching as joining theory with practice in changing information environments. Colleagues and students recalled an energetic classroom presence and close mentoring, including former teaching assistants who later led libraries and professional associations.
Diversity in librarianship was a consistent aim. Drawing on her own education at historically Black institutions, she wrote and spoke on minority leadership in law librarianship and co-authored the second edition of Celebrating Diversity: A Legacy of Minority Leadership in the American Association of Law Libraries (2018), which received American Association of Law Librarians Joseph L. Andrews Legal Literature Award in 2019. 
Dr. Chandler secured and administered more than four to five million dollars in grant funding for library education, including Institute of Museum and Library Services Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian grants known as LEAP I and LEAP II, which supported master’s study for Pacific Islanders working in U.S.-affiliated Pacific libraries. More than three hundred UNT master’s students received scholarship or related support through her grant work. 
She was a founding member of the Black Caucus of AALL and a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha.

Professional Activities
Chandler held major offices. She served on the Texas Library Association executive board (2005–08) and was Texas Library Association president in 2013–14. 
She was president of the Southwestern Association of Law Libraries (2005–06).
She chaired the American Association of Law Librarians Conference of Law Library Educators. She edited The Codicil, the newsletter of AALL’s Committee on Diversity, co-chaired AALL’s inaugural Diversity Summit in 1996, and represented AALL on ALA and ALISE education bodies. 
She also served on the University of Michigan School of Information external advisory board.
Honors
UNT’s President’s Council Outstanding Teaching Award (2008).
Demco/ALA Black Caucus Award for Excellence in Librarianship (2016). 
American Association of Law Librarians  Hall of Fame induction (2020). 
American Association of Law Librarians Marian Gould Gallagher Distinguished Service Award (2020), the association’s highest honor. 

Dr. Yvonne J. Chandler died August 8, 2020 in Grapevine, Texas. She is buried at Zion Memorial Gardens in Birmingham, Jefferson County, Alabama.
The American Library Association Council adopted a memorial resolution in her name at the 2021 virtual Midwinter Meeting. 
The University of North Texas established the Yvonne Chandler Endowed Scholarship and the Dr. Yvonne J. Chandler Mentorship Program.
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