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Jennifer Cargill (1944–2020) was an American academic librarian, library administrator, and author best known for her long tenure as dean of libraries at Louisiana State University (LSU) and for her work in library management, technical services, and statewide library consortia.
 Cargill earned a bachelor’s degree from Louisiana Tech University. She received the Master of Library Science from the Louisiana State University School of Library and Information Science in 1967 and in 1975 completed a Master of Education with an emphasis in higher education administration at Miami University in Ohio.
Cargill began her professional career in 1967 as assistant acquisitions librarian at the University of Houston, where she also served as health sciences librarian and managed two science branch libraries. 
She then moved to Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, serving first as science librarian (1972–1974) and then as head of acquisitions (1974–1984). 
In 1986 she became associate director of libraries for technical processing (later described as information access and systems) at Texas Tech University in Lubbock. From 1988 until 1991 she was associate university librarian at Rice University’s Fondren Library in Houston.
In 1991 she participated in the UCLA Senior Fellows Program. The Senior Fellows Program is held every two years. It combines management perspectives, strategic thinking and practical and theoretical approaches to the issues confronting academic institutions and their libraries. 
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In July 1991 Cargill was appointed Dean of Libraries at Louisiana State University a position she held until her retirement in 2013. During more than two decades at LSU she helped establish the library liaison system that became the framework for faculty and student services. Dean Cargill also played a leading role in creating and developing two major statewide initiatives: the Louisiana Academic Libraries Information Network Consortium (LALINC) and the LOUIS consortium, which negotiated and licensed electronic resources for academic and cultural institutions across Louisiana. These efforts, which she helped support with more than $3.5 million in grant funding, were later cited as models for other states.
Cargill was a prolific writer and editor. She wrote, co-authored, edited, or co-edited eleven books as well as numerous articles and book chapters on topics including library management, technical services, automation, acquisitions, publishing for librarians, and biographical reference sources. Among her works are Librarian in Search of a Publisher: How to Get Published (with Brian Alley, 1986), Managing Libraries in Transition (with Gisela M. Webb, 1988), Library Management and Technical Services: The Changing Role of Technical Services in Library Organizations (1988), Integrated Online Library Catalogs (editor, 1991), and Catalysts for Change: Managing Libraries in the 1990s (co-edited with Gisela M. von Dran, 1993). She also co-edited the journal, Technicalities.

Professional Associations
Jennifer Cargill was very active in professional associations. Her numerous contributions included:
Association of Research Libraries (ARL) 
· Program Committee, May 1993 Membership Meeting 
· Information Policies Committee, 1993–1994 
· Statistics and Measurement Committee, 1995–1997 
· Research Library Leadership and Management Committee, 1998–2000 
· Collections and Access Issues Committee, 2003–2004 
· Research Library Leadership and Management Committee, 2004–2006 
· Membership Committee, 2006–2008 and 2010–2012

American Library Association (ALA) 
· Member of ALA Council  
· Library Administration and Management Association- Publications Committee 
· Chair, H. W. Wilson Library Periodical Award Committee 
· Reference and Subscription Books Review Committee 
· Editorial board of College & Research Libraries News 
Louisiana consortia 
· Leadership role in the Louisiana Academic Libraries Information Network Consortium (LALINC) 
· Leadership role in the LOUIS consortium
Ohio regional groups (while at Miami University) 
· Chair, Ohio Inter-University Library Council Technical Services Group 
· OHIONET Acquisitions Council



Jennifer Cargill was honored with the Outstanding Alumna Award from LSU’s School of Library and Information Science in 1990 and the Louisiana Library Association Outstanding Academic Librarian Award in 1997. 

Jennifer Cargill died on October 6, 2020.
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