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Eleanor “Penny” Brome (December 23, 1929–January 22, 2021) was a New Jersey public and academic librarian best known as director of the Cranford Public Library and as president of the New Jersey Library Association (NJLA) during a period of expanding cooperation among libraries. 
Brome worked at Caldwell College (now Caldwell University) before becoming director of the Cranford Public Library in Union County, a post she held from 1974 to 1991.During her directorship the library acquired its first public-access computer (1982) and moved toward full automation of cataloging, circulation, and the public catalog,
She was active in regional and statewide networking. She participated in the Union County Library Directors group, served on the executive board of the LINX Regional Library Cooperative, and sat on the New Jersey Library Network Review Board. These bodies helped build interlibrary cooperation at a time when New Jersey was expanding multitype library service (public, academic, school, and special libraries working together).
Brome served as NJLA president in 1984–1985. Looking back on that year she said it was “a good year because we were lucky and successful, a structured year because we tried to set and reach clear goals, and a democratic and spontaneous year because that’s the kind of members we have.” Colleagues later recalled that she led the association through a period of change and helped broaden cooperation and innovation across library types.
After retiring she continued public service. She counseled and mentored incarcerated women. Later, as a resident of Kendal on Hudson, a continuing-care retirement community in Sleepy Hollow, New York, she helped create and develop the community’s resident library, which operates with volunteer staffing, an honor-system circulation process, and reciprocal access to the Westchester County library system through Warner Library.
The ALA memorial characterized her as “a much loved magical person who combined humor and a razor sharp wit with exceptional kindness and caring.” 
Eleanor “Penny” Brome died  January 22, 2021.
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