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Bernard Reuben Berelson was an American behavioral scientist, communications researcher, library educator, and foundation executive whose career linked empirical social research, mass communication, voting studies, and international population policy.
Bernard Berelson was born June 2, 1912, in Spokane, Washington.
Berelson earned an A.B. from Whitman College in Walla Walla, Washington in 1934. He then studied at the University of Washington, earning a B.S. in library science in 1936 and an M.A. in 1937. 
He completed a Ph.D. at the University of Chicago Graduate Library School in 1941. His dissertation, Content Emphasis, Recognition, and Agreement: An Analysis of the Role of Communications in Determining Public Opinion.
During World War II Dr. Berelson worked as an analyst of enemy broadcasts and German opinion and morale for the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service of the Federal Communications Commission (associated with the Office of War Information). 
In 1944 he joined Columbia University’s Bureau of Applied Social Research, serving as research director. There he participated in the pioneering Erie County panel study of the 1940 presidential election and co-authored The People’s Choice. 
 He later co-authored the Elmira study published as Voting: A Study of Opinion Formation in a Presidential Campaign, a landmark of empirical voting research that inventoried findings from election studies and reflected on the mix of engagement and indifference in democratic electorates. He also co-edited Reader in Public Opinion and Communication and published Content Analysis in Communication Research (1952), which helped standardize the method.
After the war Dr. Berelson returned to the University of Chicago as a faculty member in library science. He became dean of the Graduate Library School and remained associated with Chicago until 1951. In that period he contributed to the Public Library Inquiry, producing The Library’s Public (1949) and advocating higher professional standards for librarians.
In August 1948 the Chicago Graduate Library School held a conference on professional education. Berelson edited the papers and ALA published them as Education for Librarianship (1949). His introduction framed postwar questions: how many schools there should be, general versus specialized training, the relation of schools to practice, and the role of ALA’s Board of Education for Librarianship. 
In 1951 Berelson joined the Ford Foundation as a senior staff officer and became director of its Behavioral Sciences Program. He helped popularize the label “behavioral sciences” and was central to planning the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford, approved by the Foundation in 1952. He later returned to academic posts, including a professorship in behavioral sciences at Chicago and, around 1960, work at Columbia as professor of sociology and director of applied social research.
Dr. Berelson directed a Carnegie Corporation–supported study of American graduate education, published as Graduate Education in the United States (1960), which criticized weaknesses in writing, logic, and language preparation while noting students’ commitment to research technique. 
He was elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 1962.
Berelson was affiliated with the Population Council in New York after 1961 first directing a communications research program, then serving as vice president (from 1963) and president (1968–1974). 
After retiring as president, he continued as president emeritus and senior fellow. Under his leadership the Council expanded family-planning and population research, launched a periodical for family-planning studies, and increased its budget. 
Dr. Bernard Reuben Berelson died on September 25, 1979, at Phelps Memorial Hospital in North Tarrytown (now Sleepy Hollow), New York.

Selected Publications
Dr. Bernard Berelson wrote or edited about a dozen books and roughly ninety articles and reports. A complete article-by-article inventory appears in the posthumous collection Berelson on Population  (Ross, John A., and W. Parker Mauldin, eds. Berelson on Population. New York: Springer-Verlag, 1988.) 
Berelson, Bernard. “Content Emphasis, Recognition, and Agreement: An Analysis of the Role of Communications in Determining Public Opinion.” PhD diss., University of Chicago, 1941.
Waples, Douglas, Bernard Berelson, and Franklyn R. Bradshaw. What Reading Does to People: A Summary of Evidence on the Social Effects of Reading and a Statement of Problems for Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1940.
Lazarsfeld, Paul F., Bernard Berelson, and Hazel Gaudet. The People’s Choice: How the Voter Makes Up His Mind in a Presidential Campaign. New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1944.
Berelson, Bernard. “Communications and Public Opinion.” In Communications in Modern Society, edited by Wilbur Schramm, 167–85. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1948.
Berelson, Bernard, ed. Education for Librarianship: Papers Presented at the Library Conference, University of Chicago, August 16–21, 1948. Chicago: American Library Association, 1949.
Berelson, Bernard. The Library’s Public: A Report of the Public Library Inquiry. New York: Columbia University Press, 1949.
Berelson, Bernard, and Morris Janowitz, eds. Reader in Public Opinion and Communication. Glencoe, IL: Free Press, 1950. Enlarged ed., 1953.
Berelson, Bernard. “Who Reads What Books and Why?” Saturday Review of Literature, May 12, 1951, 7–8, 30–31.
Berelson, Bernard. “Democratic Theory and Public Opinion.” Public Opinion Quarterly 16, no. 3 (Fall 1952): 313–30.
Berelson, Bernard. Content Analysis in Communication Research. Glencoe, IL: Free Press, 1952.
Berelson, Bernard. “The State of Communication Research.” Public Opinion Quarterly 23, no. 1 (Spring 1959): 1–6.
Berelson, Bernard. Graduate Education in the United States. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1960.
Berelson, Bernard, ed. The Behavioral Sciences Today. New York: Basic Books, 1963.
Berelson, Bernard, and Gary A. Steiner. Human Behavior: An Inventory of Scientific Findings. New York: Harcourt, Brace and World, 1964.
Berelson, Bernard, ed. Family Planning Programs: An International Survey. New York: Basic Books, 1969.
Berelson, Bernard. “Social Science Research on Population: A Review.” Population and Development Review 2, no. 2 (June 1976): 219–66. 









Sources

Asheim, Lester. “Bernard Berelson (1912–1979).” Library Quarterly 50, no. 4 (October 1980): 407–409.
“Bernard Berelson.” Encyclopedia of World Biography. Encyclopedia.com.
“Bernard Berelson, Population Expert.” New York Times, September 27, 1979.
“Bernard Reuben Berelson.” American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
“CASBS Origins.” Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford University.
 “Dr. Bernard Reuben Berelson (1912–1979).” Find a Grave Memorial 220757885. 
Mauldin, W. Parker. “Bernard Berelson: 2 June 1912–25 September 1979.” Studies in Family Planning 10, no. 10 (October 1979).
Sills, David L. “In Memoriam: Bernard Berelson, 1912–1979.” Public Opinion Quarterly 44, no. 2 (Summer 1980): 274–275.
Sills, David L. “Bernard Berelson: Behavioral Scientist.” Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences 17, no. 3 (July 1981).


Submitted by Katleen de la Peña McCook

2

image1.jpeg




