Places of Participation: The History and Architecture of Public Libraries in
Germany and the United States

Approaching a Place of Longing

1. Cambridge, 1889: An Iridescent Model

Donation With Conditions

Ultra Rich Donors and Library Funding in America’s Gilded Age
Cambridge

A Sumptuous and Innovative Library Building

Two Architects, Who Influenced American Library Architecture

A Strictly Run Place of Education

2. Germany at the Turn of the Century: Tireless Efforts, Unachieved Ideals
Public Libraries in the New World

Precarious Conditions in Germany

A Tangible Model

Different Mentalities: Host and Guest, Not Guard and Reader

Disunity

Abstaining From an Architecture of One’s Own

Spatial Ideas Behind the People’s Library

Finally: The First Buildings

3. Gorlitz, 1907: Women Lead the Library
The Opening

The Founding of the People’s Library

City and Site

Referring to the Local Architectural Tradition
Who Used the Library?

The Pioneers



Challenges and Obstacles
»A Jewel for the City and Pride of Its Citizens«

4. Hannover, 1931: A Library Tower as the Exception That Proves the Rule
An Unauthorized Preview

Social Democratic Intentions

A High Rise as Makeshift Solution

The Library Building

Entanglements With National Socialism

5. The Federal Republic After the War: Close to the Model
Measures of the Alliies

The Dream of the Public Library Continues in Hanover

6. Seattle, 1960: Twice Demolished, Thrice Rebuilt
Overdue

The First Central Library

The Library and Its Readers

Segregation

The Carnegie Library Served Its Time
»Communication Revolution«

Three Rounds of Voting for a New Library
Demolition

The Space Age and the New Library

The New Building

Quality of Experience in the Library
Changeability in Library Architecture

7. Chicago, 1991: Citizens in Competition With the Jury
A Veto
Harold Washington, Chicago’s First Black Mayor



A Parking Lot Gives Way to a Library

A Woman at the Top

The Competition

The Jury

Five Designs for the New Library

8000 Opinions

»Give [the Prize] to the John Buck Company, Please!«
Criticism of the Designs and the Competition
Aggressive Feelings Towards the Public Library
The Jury Meets

The Harold Washington Library Center Opens

Remarks on Citizen Participation

8. Miinster, 1993: Who’s Afraid of Postmodernism?
A Female Ubermensch

The Historical Layout of the City and the New Library
Scars of War

The Winners

Munster’s Public Living Room

The Tripartite Library

A »Sensitive Intervention«

9. Cambridge, 2009: The Burden of Citizen Participation
A Library or a Pizzeria?

Setting the Course for the New Building

»Save the Park«

»Not in My Backyard«

The »Civic Heart« of Cambridge

The Decision

»We’re Going to Be the Library of >Yes!««

Citizen Participation in Cambridge: Lessons for the Future



Conclusion: Back to Square One
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