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William C. (Bill) Morris -  1929 – 2003
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William C. (Bill) Morris (c. 1929 – September 29, 2003) was a longtime children’s book publishing executive at HarperCollins, best known as vice president and director of library promotion. He is widely credited with helping create modern marketing of children’s books to schools and libraries and was a major advocate for children’s and young adult literature.
He was born and raised in Eagle Pass, Texas. He graduated from Rice University and earned a master’s degree in American literature from Duke University.
His first job in the book world was at the Doubleday bookstore in Grand Central Terminal in New York City. In 1955 he joined Harper & Brothers (later Harper & Row, then HarperCollins) as a secretary and spent about a decade as a sales representative for both adult and children’s books in the New York area. 
In 1965—the year the Elementary and Secondary Education Act poured significant funding into school and library book purchases—Morris became manager of the library department (or head of advertising and promotion) for Harper’s children’s books division. He held the role of vice president and director of library promotion at HarperCollins Children’s Books until his death, for a total career of about 48 years with the company.
At a time when the large majority of children’s books were sold to institutions rather than bookstores, Morris pioneered closer relationships between publishers, librarians, teachers, authors, and illustrators. He arranged school visits and public appearances, developed an encyclopedic knowledge of the literature, and was known for matching the right book with the right reader or buyer. 
Bill Morris was a fixture at conferences of groups such as the Assembly on Literature for Adolescents (ALAN) of the National Council of Teachers of English, where he introduced authors and supported their participation. Colleagues described him as quiet and soft-spoken yet transformative; he modestly called himself a “simple middleman,” while others (including longtime Harper children’s publisher Charlotte Zolotow) called him “the soul of publishing.”
His contributions were formally recognized with the first Distinguished Service Award from the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) of the American Library Association in 1992, and the ALAN Award in 1996 to honor those who have made outstanding contributions to the field of adolescent literature. 



William C. Morris YA Debut Award

The William C. Morris YA Debut Award (often simply called the Morris Award) is an annual prize administered by the Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA), a division of the American Library Association (ALA). It honors a debut book by a first-time author writing for teens (young adult literature, typically ages 12–18) and celebrates strong new voices in the field. 
ala.org
It is funded by the William C. Morris Endowment. Morris worked with the ALA Development Office to establish a restricted endowment (set up around 2000). After his death, YALSA was one of the beneficiaries of his estate and received a $400,000 bequest (announced in late 2003). The fund is restricted for fifty years; interest and appreciation may be used for programs, publications, events, or awards that promote young adult literature. YALSA has used the endowment to establish the Morris Award as well as support other initiatives (including contributions related to the Odyssey Award for audiobooks). 

Legacy

Morris died of September 29, 2003 Manhattan. A memorial service was held in New York. He left significant bequests that established endowments for YALSA (Young Adult Library Services Association); about $400,000) and ALSC. These have funded the William C. Morris YA Debut Award (for a first-time young-adult author), contributions to the Odyssey Award (for audiobooks), the biennial Bill Morris Seminar on book evaluation, Breakfast for Bill events, grants, and other programs promoting excellence in literature for children and teens.
William C. Morris was remembered in the library and publishing communities for his generosity, enthusiasm, style, hospitality at ALA events, devotion to New York City, and deep commitment to connecting good books with young readers and the professionals who serve them. 





A Memorial Resolution was passed in his Memory at the 2004 Annual Conference by the Young Adult Library Services Association:
Resolution for William C. (Bill) Morris
Whereas, the Young Adult Library Services Association lost a devoted and deeply committed friend with the death, on September 29, 2003, of William C. (Bill) Morris, Vice President and Director of Library Promotion for publisher HarperCollins, and
Whereas Bill Morris was, for nearly half a century, a stalwart advocate of young adults, their literature, and the library services developed for them, and
Whereas, Bill Morris was the inventor of modern marketing of books for young readers, whose forty-eight-year association with Harper — known variously as Harper Brothers, Harper & Row and HarperCollins — was more than a career: it was a calling, distinguished by a passionate commitment to excellence in books, an encyclopedic knowledge of literature, and a brilliant capacity for bringing together books, authors, and librarians (and if they were Harper books and authors, so much the better!), and
Whereas Bill Morris's commitment to excellence extended beyond books to embrace music (mostly by Mozart), neckwear (largely by Liberty), vodka (always by Absolut) and the art of hosting ALA entertainments that were distinguished not only by their understated excellence but also by their manifestation of his genuine fondness for the librarians whom he invited and greeted, personally, at the door, and
Whereas, in his self-effacing but ineffable sense of personal style, in his love of literature and all the humane arts, in his devotion to his adopted city, New York, and in his caring commitment to culture, Bill Morris was called "the last civilized man," and,
Whereas Bill's commitment to young adults, literature and libraries survives in the generous testamentary provision he made for YALSA and its future work,
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Young Adult Library Services Association B its members, officers, and staff — express and record boundless gratitude to William C. Morris, who was vastly more than the "mere middleman" he modestly dubbed himself; he was a Young Adult Library Services Association original, an arbiter of excellence in both style and substance, an influential advocate for youth, for literature, and for libraries, a publishing institution, and a man of such signal achievements that they — like the man himself — have become legendary. More than most, his life made a difference and that is his living — and enduring — legacy.
Young Adult Library Services Association. “Major Motions from YALSA Board’s 2004 Annual Meeting.”  Includes Memorial Resolution for William C. Morris. 2004.
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