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Thelma Horn Tate (also known as Thelma H. Tate ( September 15, 1934 – May 20, 2005) was an American librarian, educator, and international advocate for outreach, mobile library services, bibliographic instruction, and services for people with disabilities. She was longtime faculty member at Rutgers University Libraries and a recognized leader in the American Library Association (ALA) and the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA).
Tate was born in Coatopa, Alabama, and raised in rural Alabama under segregation. She earned a bachelor’s degree in education/history and library science from Alabama State University in 1957. She received a Master of Library Science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1961.
After her undergraduate degree, she worked as a librarian at Mississippi Vocational College in Itta Bena, Mississippi (1957–1959). 
After earning the MLS, she served as a librarian for a traveling branch library (bookmobile) in the Chicago Public Library system. She also worked as a librarian at Alabama A&M Normal School (1965–1966) and directed a K–12 school library at one point in her early career.
Thelma H. Tate joined Rutgers University Libraries in 1970 as a reference librarian at the Mabel Smith Douglass Library on the Douglass College (women’s college) campus. She served as library liaison to multiple departments (including American Studies, African Studies, Education, English, History, Psychology, and others), coordinated reference services, and acted as the contact for services for persons with disabilities. 
She reestablished and developed bibliographic instruction programs, building on earlier efforts from the 1930s; her work had a lasting systemwide impact on instruction at Rutgers.
In 1999 Thelma H. Tate was appointed Global Outreach Services Coordinator. In this senior faculty role she developed and coordinated outreach at local, regional, national, and international levels while continuing reference, instructional, and accessibility work (including as ADA coordinator). Over more than three decades at Rutgers she served on numerous committees related to instruction, diversity, disability services, and internships.
Professional Leadership and International Work
Tate held leadership roles in the American Library Association President of the Library Instruction Round Table (LIRT), as well as service on the Reference and Adult Services Division, the International Relations Committee Subcommittee on Africa, and the Black Caucus of ALA.
Honors included an H. W. Wilson Fellowship, the Edward J. Bloustein Incentive Award, the Rutgers University Human Dignity Award (2002), and 2003 speaker for ALA’s Dr. Jean E. Coleman Library Outreach Lecture Series.
She was President of the Black Librarians Network of New Jersey (1983–1988) and active in the New Jersey Library Association.
For the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, beginning in the early 1980s, she served as Secretary and in other capacities with the Round Table on Continuing Professional Education, edited newsletters (including for the Women’s Issues Section), and chaired the Mobile Libraries Section/Round Table (1997–2001)
 Thelma H. Tate was a noted expert on mobile libraries, especially non-motorized services in developing countries; she assessed camel-borne libraries in Kenya and donkey-drawn services in Zimbabwe, contributed to studies in Laos and Thailand, compiled annotated bibliographies, and facilitated international librarian exchanges. 
She traveled widely in the United States and more than 25 countries, participated in SCECSAL (Standing Conference of Eastern, Central, and Southern African Library and Information Association) conferences, and supported global literacy efforts that shipped books to Africa, the Caribbean, and other regions.
Her publications include a chapter on “African American Librarians in International Librarianship” in the Handbook of Black Librarianship (Scarecrow Press, 2000, edited by E. J. Josey and Marva L. DeLoach); reports for IFLA on camel library services in Kenya and donkey-drawn mobile libraries in Zimbabwe (both 2001/2002); an annotated bibliography Mobile Libraries in the World Community 1980–1992; contributions on continuing professional education and outreach; and other articles and presentations.
Tate is remembered as an innovative practitioner and internationalist who advanced library instruction, accessibility, mobile services, literacy, and equity, particularly for underserved and diverse communities. 
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