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Gerald R. Shields (November 24, 1925 – November 10, 2005) was an American librarian, educator, editor, cartoonist, and advocate for intellectual freedom.
Born in Waukegan, Illinois, Shields was a World War II veteran who later served as a linguist for the U.S. Air Force in the early 1950s. While working as a steel company supervisor and as an adult education coordinator for the YMCA, he earned a B.S. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1960 and a master’s degree in library science the following year.
In the early 1960s he worked as a reference librarian in Milwaukee. From 1964 to 1967 he headed the social sciences department at the Montgomery County Public Library in Dayton, Ohio. 
He also served as founding editor of the Ohio Library Association Bulletin (for which he drew cartoons under the pen name Jerrybilt) and later edited feature articles in Public Libraries, the journal of the Public Library Association.
From 1968 to 1973 Shields was editor of the American Library Association’s journal (then the ALA Bulletin). Under his leadership it was redesigned and relaunched as American Libraries in 1970, with a more critical, feature-oriented approach that included commentary on ALA politics and professional issues; a cover image in the early period mocked librarian stereotypes. He is often described as its founding editor in the new format.
In 1973 he joined the faculty of the School of Information and Library Studies at the State University of New York at Buffalo as an assistant professor of library science, becoming an associate professor in 1979. He served in administrative leadership as assistant dean of the school from around 1975 until his retirement in 1990. 
He served as president of the New York Library Association in 1982–1983. He received the New York Library Association’s Intellectual Freedom Award in 1984.
After retirement in 1990 he continued editorial work with Public Libraries.
Shields was active in professional associations. He served on the ALA Council (1974-1978 and 1980-1984) chaired the ALA Professional Ethics Committee, and was involved with the Social Responsibilities Round Table. He was a candidate for ALA president.
Gerald Shields was a strong advocate of intellectual freedom and opponent of censorship, he co-authored Freedom of Access to Library Materials (1982) with John S. Robotham. He also wrote and spoke on library ethics, including a contribution on the FBI’s Library Awareness Program (“The FBI Creates an Awareness of Librarian Ethics: An Opinionated Historical Review”) for the 1989 Allerton Park Institute proceedings Ethics and the Librarian. 
Gerald R. Shields died on November 10, 2005.
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