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Marla J. Schwartz (1949–2005) was an American law librarian specializing in technical services, particularly acquisitions and serials, who served as Head of Acquisitions and Technical Systems and a tenured member of the law library faculty at the Pence Law Library of American University’s Washington College of Law. 

She studied at Boston University and Simmons College, where she earned an M.S. in library science. 

Schwartz’s early positions in the D.C. area included work as a cataloger at the U.S. Government Printing Office, technical services librarian at the Urban Institute, serials librarian (and later Assistant Head of Serials) at the Gelman Library of George Washington University, and Serials Librarian at George Mason University Library. 

While at George Washington University she earned an M.Phil. in American civilization. 

In 1988 she joined the Washington College of Law Library (later the Pence Law Library) at American University as Associate Law Librarian for Serials. She became head of the Acquisitions and Serials Department in 1990 (later Acquisitions and Technical Systems) and a tenured member of the law library faculty in 1992. 

At the library she chaired the Collection Development Committee and the library faculty’s Rank and Tenure Committee. Colleagues valued her low-key, knowledgeable contributions and extensive experience.





Professional Associations

Marla Schwartz was a regular participant at conferences of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL), the American Library Association and the North American Serials Interest Group (NASIG). Her participation included:


· Board member-at-large of the Online Bibliographic Services Special Interest Section (OBS-SIS) of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL).

· Chair of the Serials Section of the Association for Library Collections and Technical Services (ALCTS), a former division of the American Library Association. 

· AALL representative to the Serials Industry Systems Advisory Committee (SISAC); 

· Treasurer of the Law Librarians’ Society of Washington, D.C. (LLSDC) and president of its Academic Special Interest Section 
· District of Columbia Library Association (including chair of the Technical Services Interest Group). 

Colleagues described Marla Schwartz as a “librarian’s librarian,” known for mentoring students and newer professionals, her upbeat and humorous personality, her ability to form lasting friendships, and her commitment to professional work while making time for enjoyment of life.


 Marla J. Schwartz died August 8, 2005. In her memory, the Technical Services Special Interest Section (TS-SIS) of the American Association of Law Libraries established the Marla Schwartz Education Grant to support professional development for newer technical services law librarians, including attendance at AALL educational events. 

Tributes appeared in the December 2005 issue of Serials Review and a memorial in the Winter 2006 issue of Law Library Journal.
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Marla Schwartz wrote or co-authored position announcements and related professional communications in her roles at American University and in ALCTS committees, but these were primarily operational rather than scholarly publications. 
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