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Janice Elaine Merrill-Oldham (May 10, 1947 – October 5, 2011) was an American preservation librarian who was a preeminent figure in the field of library binding and conservation. 
Merrill-Oldham was born Janice "Jan" Merrill in Milford, Connecticut, on May 10, 1947. She earned the Bachelor of Arts in English from the University of Connecticut in 1969. 
She began her career as a student employee in the University’s  Homer D. Babbidge Library. While employed in the Library's binding department, Merrill-Oldham received a National Endowment for the Humanities fellowship at the Yale University Library, where she received six months of formal training in library and archival conservation in 1979. She earned her Master of Library Science (MLS) from the University of Rhode Island in 1984. 
She was founder and Head of the Preservation Department, University of Connecticut Libraries 1985–1995). She established and developed the libraries’ preservation program, including conservation, binding, and related activities. She received a University of Connecticut Distinguished Service Award  in 1994.
Janice Merrill-Oldham   then served as Malloy-Rabinowitz Preservation Librarian and director of the Weissman Preservation Center at the Harvard Library from 1995 to 2010.
Merrill-Oldham served in leadership roles in the American Library Association's Preservation & Reformatting Section (PARS), the Association of Research Libraries, and other organizations.
PARS established the Jan Merrill-Oldham Professional Development Grant in her honor in 2011. The award "supports professional development and involvement by librarians and paraprofessionals new to the preservation field." 
She was an influential advocate for library conservation, building the Harvard Library's conservation operations until she oversaw one hundred staff and the new Weissman Preservation Center. She was interviewed in-depth by the New York Times in 1986.
She received several professional awards from Divisions of the American Library Association:
From the Association for Library Collections and Technical Services (ALCTS), a division of the American Library Association.
· Ross Atkinson Lifetime Achievement Award (2011)
· Paul Banks and Carolyn Harris Preservation Award (1994), 

From the Association for Library Collections and Technical Services (ALCTS), a division of the American Library Association.
·  Esther J. Piercy Award (1990) 

In 2002 an Association of Research Libraries commendation to Janice Merrill-Oldham was presented by Nancy Gwinn, Director of the Smithsonian Institution Libraries and Chair of the ARL Preservation of Research Libraries Materials Committee:
The Association of Research Libraries extends its gratitude to Jan Merrill-Oldham for her 15 years of service as a consultant to the Preservation of Research Libraries Materials Committee. With the passion of a practitioner, the vision of a leader, and the eloquence to convey both, Jan dedicated herself to helping ARL directors understand and appreciate the importance of preservation to the well-run research library. 
While building excellent preservation programs at the University of Connecticut and now at Harvard, Jan helped to shape a preservation agenda for ARL and guided the development of standards for mature preservation programs in ARL libraries. 
Quick to understand the implications of the digital revolution for preservation, she was also careful to remind the Committee of the continuing need to preserve brittle books and formats not yet addressed. Jan is a leader in the preservation profession and trained many of the preservation administrators now in ARL libraries. 
We commend and thank Jan Merrill-Oldham for her service to the Committee, the Association, the profession, and scholarship.

Janice Elaine Merrill-Oldham died October 5, 2011.
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