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John Patrick McGowan (May 11, 1926 – February 4, 2006) was an American academic librarian best known for his long service as University Librarian at Northwestern University and for pioneering library automation through the Northwestern Online Total Integrated System (NOTIS).
McGowan was born in New York city and developed an early interest in librarianship while working in a local college library as a teenager.
After high school, he served two years in the U.S. Army to fight in World War II.  
He earned a bachelor’s degree in English from Hunter College in 1950 and a master’s degree in library science from Columbia University in 1951. 
McGowan began his professional career in 1951 as a librarian at New York University’s College of Engineering (serving until about 1956). He joined Northwestern University in 1955 or 1956 as librarian of its Technological Institute, remaining until 1959. 
From 1959 he served as library director at the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia. During this period he also completed a degree in industrial engineering and operations research at New York University’s College of Engineering in 1966.
He returned to Northwestern in 1966 as associate university librarian for engineering and science (again also serving as Technological Institute Librarian). In July 1971 he became University Librarian, succeeding Thomas Buckman and overseeing a staff of roughly 200 across the Deering Library (1930) and the newer Main Library (opened 1970). 
From the mid-1960s he prioritized automation; charged with having a system ready for the new library building, he helped launch the University Library Automation Project. An online circulation system began operating in January 1970 (one of the first of its kind). It evolved into NOTIS (Northwestern On-Line Total Integrated System), named in 1976, which expanded to cataloging, acquisitions, and other functions. NOTIS was adopted by more than 100–160 institutions (over 200 sites) in the United States and abroad, including early adopters such as the University of Florida and Harvard, and was commercialized through Notis Systems, Inc., a Northwestern subsidiary.
In 1987, upon the establishment of the Charles Deering McCormick Distinguished Chair of Research Librarianship, McGowan was named its first holder (as Charles Deering McCormick University Librarian). 
In 1989 the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) selected him as Academic or Research Librarian of the Year, citing him as “truly a pioneer of library automation” for his vision of integrated online systems and his influence on organizations including the Research Libraries Group, MIDLNET, the Association of Research Libraries, and the Council on Library Resources. 
Colleagues described him as personally unassuming, shy, and reserved yet warm, with deep affection for staff; he was widely beloved. He also supported staff professional development and external library relationships.
McGowan became ill in his later years of service. Lance Query served as acting university librarian from August 1991 until McGowan’s official retirement in July 1992, when David Bishop succeeded him.
Outside work, McGowan enjoyed tropical fish (devoting Sundays to his tanks) and sailing on Lake Michigan with a Flying Scot named Eibhlin (Gaelic for Eileen); his children became avid sailors under his guidance. 
John Patrick McGowan died February 4, 2006 and is buried at Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery in Northbrook, Illinois.
McGowan’s papers (1956–2006) are held in Northwestern University Archives, documenting his career, correspondence, writings (including on NOTIS and related projects), and biographical materials.

Selected Publications and Presentations

Much of McGowan’s professional writing consisted of internal reports, technical documentation related to NOTIS (Northwestern Online Total Integrated System), conference presentations, speeches, and administrative papers. 
1978–1979 
· Published version: McGowan, John P. “Private University Libraries and a National Information Policy.” College & Research Libraries 40, no. 1 (January 1979): 17ff. (DOI: 10.5860/crl_40_01_17). Discusses the role of private university libraries in a proposed national library/information program, funding challenges, and consortia such as MIDLNET. [Related paper/presentation: “The Academic Library within a National Information Policy Toward the White House Conference and Beyond” (1978). ]


1976–1983 
· Materials and drafts on “The Development of NOTIS” (internal papers, notes, and related documentation spanning these years; held in his archival collection).
1978–1981 
· “Venezuela Project” materials and presentation (including at SALALM — Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin American Library Materials). Related to the joint bibliographic project and early installation of NOTIS at the National Library of Venezuela.
1983 
· “Private Paper for the Council on Library Resources on Research Libraries and Library Education” (unpublished/private paper; held in his archival collection).
1989/1990 
· McGowan, John P., Karen L. Horny, and Betsy Baker. “Northwestern University” (also referred to as “Northwestern University Library: Strategies for Electronic Information”). In Campus Strategies for Libraries and Electronic Information, edited by Caroline Arms, 76–94. Bedford, MA: Digital Press (EDUCOM Strategies Series on Information Technology), 1989/1990. Covers the history, development, and future plans of NOTIS, including automation of ordering, cataloging, circulation, course reserves, and the online public access catalog.
Additional notes 
· McGowan’s archival collection (Northwestern University Archives, series on papers, publications, and notes, primarily 1971–1979 and related folders) contains article drafts, reprints, and notes that may include additional shorter pieces or internal publications not widely circulated. 
· McGowan delivered various speeches and lectures (roughly 1972–1983), including presentations to groups such as MIDLNET (Midwest Region Library Network); drafts and outlines are in his papers. 
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