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Ridley R. Kessler, Jr. (1941 – January 11, 2007) was a prominent government documents librarian at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
He was born in Hendersonville, North Carolina, he earned a bachelor’s degree (1964), a Master of Arts in Teaching (1966), and a Master of Science in Library Science (1970), all from UNC-Chapel Hill. 
He joined the UNC Library staff in 1970 as Assistant Documents Librarian. In 1973 he became Federal Documents Librarian and Regional Depository Librarian for North Carolina, a role he held until his retirement in 2003. From 1993 to 2003 he also served as Assistant Head of Reference.
Kessler was a national leader in government documents librarianship. He was active in the American Library Association’s Government Documents Round Table (GODORT), served on and chaired (1989–1990) the Government Printing Office’s Depository Library Council to the Public Printer, and participated in groups such as the Dupont Circle Group. 
He testified before congressional subcommittees on the Federal Depository Library Program and free public access to government information. 
Among his awards were the LexisNexis/GODORT/ALA Documents to the People Award (1992), the Distinguished Alumni Award from UNC’s School of Information and Library Science (1996), a Mentor Award for Career Achievement (2000), and GODORT’s James Bennett Childs Award for lifetime contributions (2002).
He died in Durham, North Carolina January 11, 2007.

 
The Government Documents Round Table passed a Memorial Resolution in his memory at Annual Conference in 2007.
WHEREAS, Ridley R. Kessler was an articulate, vocal and tireless advocate for open, permanent access to government information; and
 WHEREAS, Ridley was a valued member of the American Library Association and Government Documents Round Table, and former Regional Depository Librarian and Assistant Head of Reference at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and Adjunct Professor at the School of Information and Library Science, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; and 
WHEREAS, Ridley R. Kessler achieved national prominence through his outstanding writing and speaking as well as his Congressional testimony in support of government information; and, WHEREAS, Ridley R. Kessler received numerous awards during his life time in recognition of his professional achievements including:
· LexisNexis/GODORT/ALA “Documents to the People Award” in 1992;
· Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of Information and Library Science, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 1996; 
· The Mentor Award for Lifetime Achievement, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, in 2000; and the
·  James Bennett Childs Award, ALA/ GODORT for lifetime achievement and significant 
contributions to the field of government documents librarianship in 2002; and
WHEREAS Ridley R. Kessler was recently honored with the Madison Award at Freedom of Information Day on March 16, 2007, and tribute made to his distinguished career of over thirty years during which he devoted much of his life to the cause of free access to government information; and 
WHEREAS, Ridley R. Kessler generously influenced, mentored and guided the professional careers of his students, many of whom are well-known and highly-successful librarians, during his years of teaching at the University of North Carolina’s School of Information and Library Science and through his careful and judicious supervision of their masters papers; and 
WHEREAS, Ridley R. Kessler was an active and committed member of the North Carolina Library Association’s Government Resources Section; and 
WHEREAS, Ridley R. Kessler served in leadership positions and on committees of the American Library Association’s Government Documents Round Table and other divisions such as the Reference and User Services Association and the Association of State and Cooperative Library Agencies; and 
WHEREAS, Ridley R. Kessler served as chair of the Depository Library Council from 1989–1990, and was a member from 1987–1990; now, therefore be it 
RESOLVED, that the American Library Association recognizes and celebrates the lifetime achievements of Ridley R. Kessler, and that the Association expresses its members’ deepest sympathy to Ridley R. Kessler’s surviving family members; and be it further 
RESOLVED, that the American Library Association honor Ridley R. Kessler for his lifelong work supporting access to government information, mentorship of young librarians, and exchange of professional knowledge in the area of government information; and be it further 
RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to Ridley R. Kessler’s family, the President of the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, the Director of the School of Information and Library Science at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, the University Librarian, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and the Government Resources Section of the North Carolina Library Association. 
--3:10 p.m. 6/26/07 Endorsed —Government Information Subcommittee; Endorsed GODORT—Legislation Committee Moved by: Cathy Hartman Seconded by: Larry Romans
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