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John David Marshall was an American academic librarian, library historian, editor, anthologist, and book reviewer. He wrote “The Library History Round Table’s First Twenty-Five Years: Reminiscences and Remarks on Recent Research” for Libraries & Culture in 2000.
He was born in McKenzie, Tennessee. He earned a BA from Bethel College (1950) and an MA from the Florida State University School of Library Training and Service (1951), where he studied under Louis Shores. He was a member of Beta Phi Mu and Phi Kappa Phi.
John David Marshall was ainterpares.org
 reference librarian at Clemson University (1952–1955) and head of the reference department at Auburn University (1955–1957). From 1957 to 1967 he was Head of Acquisitions at the University of Georgia Libraries. 
He was appointed University Librarian at Middle Tennessee State University (MTSU) in Murfreesboro in 1967 and in 1976 he was appointed University Bibliographer.
John David Marshall was active in the American Library Association especially with the Library History Round Table. He was also active in the Southeastern Library Association, and the Tennessee Library Association. 
ala.org
Marshall is best known for his anthologies and compilations of library literature, including Of, By, and for Librarians (1960 and 1974 editions) and An American Library History Reader (1961), which preserved early LHRT conference papers. He served as general editor of the Contributions to Library Literature Series published by Shoe String Press and  edited three of the volumes in that series.
 He published or edited roughly sixteen books of bibliographical compilations and anthologies (including collections of writings by Louis Shores and Lawrence Clark Powell), contributed biographical essays (e.g., on Charles Ammi Cutter and John Cotton Dana), and served for ten years as book review editor of the Journal of Library History (later Libraries & Culture), producing hundreds of reviews. 
He was also an authority on Winston Churchill, collecting Churchilliana, serving as a Churchill Fellow of Westminster College, and sitting on the Board of Governors of the Winston Churchill Memorial in Fulton, Missouri. 
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He received the Tennessee Library Association’s Frances Neel Cheney Award (1984) and Honor Award (1992), the Southeastern Library Association’s Rothrock Award (1994), and distinguished alumni awards from Bethel College and Florida State University. 
John David Marshall died June 6, 2005. He survived by cousins, including David Marshall Stewart (former director of the Nashville Public Library). Memorials were directed to the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church or Bethel College (both in McKenzie, Tennessee); a book fund was also established at MTSU in his honor. 
The American Library Association issued a memorial resolution recognizing his contributions. 
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Marshall also wrote many of book reviews (as contributing editor or book review editor for outlets including Library Journal, Southern Observer, and Journal of Library History / Libraries & Culture), biographical essays (e.g., on Charles Ammi Cutter and John Cotton Dana in Encyclopedia Americana, and on Wayne Shirley in the Dictionary of American Library Biography), and other shorter pieces
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The library history community lost a fine friend and colleague when John David Marshall died on 6 June 2005.  Marshall will be remembered as a southern gentleman in the best sense of the word.  He was an academic librarian, a scholar and bookman, an editor and anthologist, and a voracious reader and prolific book reviewer.  Books and articles referring to the early years of the Library History Round Table (formerly American Library History Round Table) make frequent reference to Marshall and his contributions.
A native of McKenzie, Tennessee, Marshall earned a BA at Bethel College in 1950 and an MA in 1951 at the Florida State University School of Library Training and Service.  He studied under Louis Shores and became a Shores protégé and fellow laborer in academic library practice and library historical writing.  After brief stints doing reference work at Clemson and Auburn universities, he was appointed Head of Acquisitions at the University of Georgia, a post he held from 1957 to 1967.  He left Georgia to become University Librarian at Middle Tennessee State University in Murfreesboro.  In 1976, he was appointed University Bibliographer, a new position at MTSU designed to allow Marshall more time than previously for editorial and bibliographical enterprises.
Among historians and practitioners, Marshall is perhaps best known for his anthologies Of, By, and for Librarians (1960 and 1974) and An American Library History Reader (1961).  The latter collection features biographical and historical essays many of which had been presented at ALA summer conferences (ALHRT program sessions) and were appearing in print for the first time.  Thus, in a very real sense, Mar-shall rescued and preserved early LHRT proceedings.
Marshall published sixteen books of bibliographical compilations and anthologies of library literature including collected essays of Louis Shores and Lawrence Clark Powell.  He wrote bio-graphical essays on Charles Ammi Cutter and John Cotton Dana for Encyclopedia Americana and library history colleague Wayne Shirley for the Dictionary of American Library Biography.  For ten years, Marshall served as book review editor for the Journal of Library History, later Libraries & Culture; his three hundred book reviews remain as models of literate, judicious writing.
 
Less well known, perhaps, is Marshall’s expert knowledge of Winston Churchill.  Deeply moved by the magnificent Brit’s rhetorical skills, Marshall collected Churchilliana.  Marshall was elected Churchill Fellow of Westminster College and to the Board of Governors of the Winston Churchill Memorial in Fulton, Missouri.  He sometimes provided Churchill-related information to the mass media.
 
Much appreciated and respected in Tennessee and the South, Marshall was elected an honorary life member of the Southeastern Library Association.  He won the Honor Award and the Frances Neel Cheney Award from the Tennessee Library Association and distinguished alumni awards from his respective alma maters. 
 John David Marshall is survived by three cousins including David Marshall Stewart, formerly director of the Nashville Public Library and Visiting Professor in the George Peabody College for Teachers School of Library Science.
Memorials for John David Marshall may be sent to the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church or to Bethel College, both in McKenzie, Tennessee.
Reported by John Mark Tucker in the Library History Round Table Newsletter (Fall 2005). 
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