Frank Paul Iacono (c. 1948–2006)
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Frank Paul Iacono (c. 1948–2006) was a Rhode Island librarian whose career spanned more than three decades of state-level library development, reference services, and professional education for trustees and colleagues. Known to many as “Jake,” he was remembered as a generous, knowledgeable, and collegial figure who helped libraries across the state.
Iacono grew up in Providence and graduated from Providence College. He earned a master’s degree in library science from the University of Rhode Island. He served in the Rhode Island National Guard.
He began his library career at the Cranston Public Library before joining the state’s Department of State Library Services (DSLS), later reorganized as the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS). 
For more than thirty years Frank Iaconi served as Supervisor of Reference and Information Services. In that role he supported libraries of all types throughout Rhode Island, answered professional questions, and helped colleagues navigate changing technologies, networks, and funding structures. 
One of his most lasting published contributions was the Rhode Island Library Trustees Manual (1980), which he compiled and edited. The handbook explained trustee duties, intellectual freedom principles, relevant state law, and the structure of library service in Rhode Island. A substantially revised edition appeared in 2006, the year of his death, under the title Rhode Island Public Library Trustees Handbook. The work was a standard reference for boards of trustees.
Iacono was active in professional associations. He served as the Rhode Island chapter councilor to the American Library Association from 1993-2000.
He participated in the Rhode Island Library Association, its Junior Members Round Table, Young Adult Round Table and Reference Round Table. He coached a co-ed softball team for librarians, attended conferences regularly, and maintained friendships formed at ALA meetings and regional gatherings. Friends remember shared interests in baseball, music (including bluegrass performances at the Ryman Auditorium and concerts by Bob Dylan and Neil Young), and informal gatherings. 
Frank Iacono died August 30, 2006.
Colleagues described him as a first-class librarian whose depth of knowledge and willingness to help made him an essential resource during library school and throughout their careers.
  In 2011 the Office of Library and Information Services  renamed its professional library as the Frank Iacono Library in his honor. The collection continues to serve state employees, school libraries, and the broader library community.
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