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Arthur Tenney Hamlin (January 8, 1913 – January 20, 1999) was an American academic librarian, library administrator, association executive, and historian of university libraries. 
He coordinated the American Library Association response to the catastrophic flooding of the Arno River in Florence on November 4, 1966.
Arthur Tenney Hamlin was born on January 8, 1913.  He earned an A.B. from Harvard University in 1934 and attended Harvard Graduate School from 1936 to 1938 (during which he wrote a paper on the legislative history of the Agricultural Adjustment Act). He received a Bachelor of Library Science (B.L.S.) from Columbia University in 1939.
Hamlin began his career with positions at the Harvard University Library (1934-1936), the New York Public Library (1939-1940), and the University of Pennsylvania Library (1940-1942).
He was research analyst, Office Naval Intelligence, 1942-1945.
He then returned to the University of Pennsylvania Library, 1945-1949 as chief of service to readers and assistant librarian. 
From 1949 to 1956, he served as Executive Director (then called Secretary) of the Association of College and Research Libraries a division of the American Library Association. In this role he produced annual reports and contributed articles on professional topics to College & Research Libraries. 
He was University Librarian (director of libraries) at the University of Cincinnati from 1956 to 1968. During this period, he conducted research on library needs of faculty and students and on library use in the United Kingdom; related papers are held at the University of Cincinnati.
Hamlin held two senior Fulbright Program grants: one as a lecturer at the University of Pavia (and other Italian universities) in 1961–1962 under a U.S. educational exchange grant, and another involving the University of Birmingham, England, focused on studying British university libraries. 
In 1966 the American Library Association sent him to Florence to investigate flood damage to libraries after the Arno River floods. 

Arthur T. Hamlin and  Florence flood relief work 
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Hamlin oversaw the American Library Association response to the catastrophic flooding of the Arno River in Florence on November 4, 1966.
Heavy rains caused the Arno to overflow, inundating Florence with a mixture of water, mud, sewage, and heating oil. The flood killed dozens of people and damaged or destroyed vast quantities of cultural heritage. 
Libraries were among the hardest hit. The Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Firenze (National Central Library), located beside the river, suffered especially severe losses: roughly one-third of its holdings (estimates of 1–1.3 million items) were damaged, including large portions of the historic Magliabechi and Palatine collections, newspapers, periodicals, maps, prints, and catalogs. 
Other Florentine libraries and archives also sustained major losses. Manuscripts stored higher up largely survived, but ground-floor and basement materials were soaked and coated in mud.
The ALA quickly dispatched Hamlin to Florence to assess the damage to libraries and report back. He documented the conditions and early rescue efforts in an article, “The Libraries of Florence November 1966,” published in the ALA Bulletin.
From 1967 to 1969 he served as chairman of the ALA International Relations Committee’s Special Committee to Aid Italian Libraries. In this capacity he coordinated American professional and institutional support for the recovery and restoration of books, manuscripts, and other library materials. This work complemented the broader efforts of the Committee to Rescue Italian Art (CRIA) and the international volunteer response known as the “Mud Angels.”
Hamlin’s activities involved correspondence, planning, reporting, and liaison work with key figures on both sides of the Atlantic, including: Paul N. Banks (Chairman of CRIA’s Study Committee of Book Conservation); Emanuele Casamassima (Director of the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Firenze); Verner Clapp (Council on Library Resources); John Charles Finzi and John Lorenz (Library of Congress); Foster E. Mohrhardt (ALA President); Peter Waters (leading British preservation specialist who later influenced U.S. conservation practice)
Hamlin’s files from this period are held in the Rare Book & Manuscript Library at Columbia University. These materials provide primary documentation of ALA’s library-focused contribution to the international recovery campaign
The 1966 Florence flood is widely regarded as a turning point that accelerated the development of modern library and book conservation as a profession. Techniques refined during the recovery (including large-scale drying, cleaning, and phased treatment approaches) influenced practices in the United States and elsewhere. Experts who worked in Florence, such as Peter Waters, later brought those methods to institutions like the Library of Congress. Hamlin’s leadership role represented the organized American library profession’s contribution to the global effort.
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Temple University
In 1968 Hamlin was appointed director of libraries at Temple University in Philadelphia, serving until his retirement in 1979. 
He was a member of the task force on a national periodicals system National Commission on Libraries and Information Science, 1975-1977.
Hamlin was a life member of the ALA and ACRL. He was chairman of the building and equipment section of ACRL 1957-1958, chairman adult services special projects committee of ACRL 1959-1960 and member of the ALA council 1958-1962.
He was member of the Bibliographical Society of America.
He was on the Board of Director of the Association Research Libraries, 1973- 1974.
At the state level he was Ohio College Association (president libraries section, 1960-1961) and President, 1965; for the Pennsylvania Library Association he was chairman conference local arrangements committee 1969-1970. 
He wrote centennial histories of Harvard’s first alumni club and the Cincinnati club. 
His major scholarly work is The University Library in the United States: Its Origins and Development (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1981; later reissued in the press’s Anniversary Collection). 
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Hamlin also published articles on topics such as college and research library contributions to adult education, professional issues, and library disaster response (including a 1974 piece in Wilson Library Bulletin on flood considerations).

Arthur T. Hamlin died January 20, 1999.
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