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Robert William Frase (January 1, 1912 – November 3, 2003) was an American economist, public administrator, and author best known for his work in the New Deal and wartime federal agencies postwar international relief and atomic energy policy, and later advocacy on publishing, copyright, library standards, and book-related economic issues. 
Frase’s career linked the commercial realities of publishing with the public-interest concerns of libraries: economic viability of books, adequate public funding for libraries, technical standards that improve access, and physical permanence of the documentary record.
The American Library Association honored him with a Memorial Resolution in 2004.
Robert W. Frase’s main connections to libraries came through his work on publishing economics, preservation, funding advocacy, and information standards.
· Author of a key report on library funding: In 1973 he wrote (with testimony and materials from Eileen D. Cooke) Library Funding and Public Support: A Working Paper on the Background and Issues, published by the American Library Association. This 75-page document examined the background, fiscal issues, and public support for libraries.
· Leader of library and publishing standards: From 1978 to 1982 Frase served as Executive Director of the American National Standards Committee Z39 (the predecessor to today’s National Information Standards Organization, or NISO). This body developed technical standards specifically for libraries, information services, and publishing (examples in the Z39 series cover bibliographic formats, information retrieval protocols such as Z39.50, and related library applications).
· Advocacy for acid-free paper: While working with book publishers’ associations (American Book Publishers Council, American Educational Publishers Institute, and the Association of American Publishers), Frase promoted the use of acid-free paper. This was aimed at preventing the deterioration of books and scholarly documents, a major long-term concern for library collections and preservation programs.
Robert William Frase’s broader publishing-industry roles (as economist and lobbyist) also touched on issues relevant to libraries, such as lower postal rates for shipping books and early copyright policy for new technologies (including software in the early 1970s). These efforts supported the flow and longevity of materials that libraries acquire and maintain.

Robert William Frase - Biography
Robert William Frase was born in Chicago in January 1912. His father, Otto Paul Frase, an immigrant from Germany, ran a retail bakery. Robert’s mother, Lillian, was a second-generation American. Frase attended Lindholm High School in Chicago and was valedictorian.
Frase enrolled at the University of Wisconsin’s Experimental College, where he majored in economics and minored in political science graduating in 1934 as a member of Phi Beta Kappa.
After graduating from the University of Wisconsin in 1934, Frase took a trip to Japan. At Wisconsin, one of his dormitory roommates was S. I. Hayakawa (later a U.S. senator and semanticist of Japanese-Canadian ancestry). Frase later told interviewer Greg Robinson that Hayakawa was the single most important influence on his sympathetic attitude toward Japanese Americans.
Frase received a public service fellowship from Harvard University, which provided support for one year of graduate study, followed by an additional year of practical fieldwork in preparation for a life in public service. With aid from the fellowship, he began work in Washington, D.C., as an intern at the newly created Social Security Board.
Following the enactment of the original Social Security Act in August 1935, Professor Charles McKinley of Reed College had taken up a project, with support from the Social Science Research Council, to study the operations of the newly created Social Security Board. McKinley worked for six months during winter 1935–1936, reviewing Board minutes and interviewing lead actors. When McKinley left to return to Reed, the SSRC decided to continue the study and engaged Frase to continue the research McKinley had begun.
After completing his part of the report for the SSRC, Frase returned to Harvard and graduated in 1938 with a master’s degree in political economy. During that time, the Fair Labor Standards Act, which set a national minimum wage, was passed by Congress. Interested in applying the new law, Frase joined the Labor Department’s Wage and Hour Division as its first professional employee. Frase was then recruited to join the Agriculture Department’s land use office as an economist. While at Agriculture, Frase assisted its Director of Information, Milton Eisenhower.
In spring 1942, the War Relocation Authority was established. When first Milton Eisenhower and then Dillon Myer were selected as WRA director, each recruited a number of staffers from the Agriculture Department. As Frase later told the story, he was initially recruited to be the chief of the WRA’s Employment Division but was appointed assistant chief under Thomas W. Holland. Frase started by putting together a network of allies in Fair Play groups and religious organizations, notably George Rundquist, executive secretary of the Committee on Resettlement of Japanese Americans. He also sought contacts with the National Youth Administration and other New Deal agencies.
In fall 1943, Robert Frase quit the WRA. Knowing that he might soon be drafted into the army, he attempted to secure a commission but was refused because of his poor eyesight. After being drafted, he went into the Army Air Force based in Miami Beach. Assigned to the office of flying safety, he worked on a project to investigate how many pilots were crashing their airplanes and analyzing how to improve aircraft safety.
In 1944, he was invited to join military intelligence and promoted to First Lieutenant. There he directed Japanese codebreaking, putting together bits and pieces learned from intercepts of Japanese diplomatic code and army supply codes and compiling the data into a coherent form. When the war ended, Frase joined the Commerce Department. There he worked in the technical and scientific bureaus as a social science analyst and special assistant for the office of program planning.
In 1946, Robert Frase took a leave from the Commerce Department and was assigned to the Soviet Union to head the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration team in Byelorussia. 
Two years later, with a Guggenheim Fellowship, he took leave to study international control of atomic weapons. Together with James R. Newman, Frase published a set of articles on control of atomic weapons in The New Republic in April 1950. 
He was a member of a committee on Soviet-American Relations organized by the American Friends Service Committee that issued a report recommending easing East-West tensions by establishing a neutral, unified Germany, lowering barriers to international trade, and placing America’s nuclear stockpile under the authority of the United Nations.
Because of his interest in controlling atomic weapons, Frase was investigated for disloyalty during the McCarthy era, and it took him 1.5 years to gain a security clearance. Disillusioned with public service under such conditions, he left government service in 1950.
In 1950, Frase joined the American Book Publishers Council as an economist and associate managing director. He then spent ten years as director and economist for both this organization and the American Educational Publisher Institute during the 1960s. 
From 1970 until 1972, Frase served as economist and vice president of the Association of American Publishers in Washington, D.C. During his time with these publishing organizations, Frase served as lobbyist and executive, championing causes such as lower postal rates for the shipment of books and the use of acid-free paper to preserve important scholarly documents. 
In 1972, as chair of the National Commission of New Technology Uses, he called for the copyrighting of software programs.
In the 1970s, Frase left the publishers’ association to become a freelance economic consultant. 
From 1978 to 1982, he served as executive director of the American National Standards Committee, where he was responsible for standards in the field of libraries and publishing. After his retirement, drawing from his experience at the University of Wisconsin’s Experimental College in the 1930s, he helped establish the Robert W. Frase Integrated Liberal Studies Endowment Fund at the University. 
In the last year of his life, as a distinguished alumnus, he did an oral history for the University of Wisconsin archives, which included Frase’s description of his work with the WRA. 
Robert Frase died on November 3, 2003.
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