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Caroline M. Coughlin (December 6, 1944–September 26, 2003) was an American academic librarian, library administrator, educator, and author known for her contributions to college library administration, information resources management, and professional association work.
She earned an English degree from Mercy University, a master's degree in Librarianship from Emory University, and the doctorate in Library Service from Rutgers University in 1976.
Dr. Coughlin served as co-editor of Top of the News (the official journal of the American Library Association’s youth services division) from 1974 to 1977.
She served as assistant director of the Drew University Library in Madison, New Jersey, from 1978 to 1985 and as director from 1985 to 1994. In that role she also held the title of associate professor of bibliography and research. During her tenure she led major initiatives, including the renovation and expansion of the Rose Memorial Library, automation of the library catalog (as part of Drew’s broader campus technology efforts, such as the Computer Initiative and Knowledge Network in the 1980s), and the establishment of an Endow-A-Book program.
She was active in the American Library Association serving on its Council (1976–77 and 1979–80) and numerous committees, and she expressed strong support for ALA’s Spectrum Initiative, which promotes diversity in the profession.
Dr. Coughlin  served as a co-adjunct faculty member in Rutger's School of Communication, Information and Library Studies. Coughlin developed numerous courses, lectures, and related materials for classes designed for both professionals and students of library science. 
She broadened the scope of her instruction in 1999 when she taught a web-based course for the University of Illinois' Graduate School of Library Science.
Coughlin died at age 58 in Highland Park, New Jersey on September 26, 2003. 
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