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[image: AFAS: African American Studies Librarians Section.  ACRL. ALA.  Shows image of Africa, with the image of the United States inside it.  The United States has roots in Africa.]


Audrey Jeanette Taylor (also known as Audrey J. Taylor) was a Houston-area academic librarian who spent three decades at the University of Houston Libraries, with additional service at the University of St. Thomas and Houston Community College. 
Audrey Taylor earned a MLS from the University of Texas in 1976. Her academic background includes two Bachelors of Arts degrees from the University of Houston, one in Psychology and the other in Sociology
Taylor’s career centered on academic librarianship in Houston. Colleagues recalled her work with government documents at the University of Houston Libraries in the early 1980s, where she mentored newer staff and served as a supportive supervisor and colleague. 
 Taylor’s professional library experience and service was also in the area of government documents and distance education.
Audrey J. Taylor was active in professional organizations focused on academic and African American librarianship. 
She served many roles in the African American Studies Section (AFAS)  of the Association of College and Research Libraries.  These included AFAS Policy and Research Committee 1998-1999; AFAS Executive Committee, Member-at-Large 2000-2001; AFAS Executive Committee, Secretary 2002-2003;AFAS Nominating Committee 2006-2007;AFAS Executive Committee, Secretary 2006-2008. (AFAS began as the African American Studies Librarians Section (AFAS) and became an Interest Group in 2016).

Audrey J. Taylor’s other service to the library profession included:
· Black Caucus of the American Library Association (Executive Board 2005-2006 membership and committee participation)
· Association of College and Research Libraries, University Libraries Section and LPSS Publications Committee 1993-1997. (Law and Political Science Section).
· Reference & User Services Association- Collection Development and Evaluation Section 1996-1998
· GODORT Membership Committee 1990-1992 
Beyond formal librarianship, Taylor helped organize the Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA) sorority chapter at the University of Houston and co-founded or supported the Ski Jammers Ski Club of Houston. She was known for her enthusiasm for travel and skiing (including trips with colleagues), her warm smile and humor, mentoring of peers, and community service, such as volunteering to paint and restore a Catholic church in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. 
Colleagues described Audrey J. Taylor as a supportive mentor with an open heart, infectious smile, and zest for life who balanced professional commitment with personal enjoyment of historic sites, concerts, museums, and social connections.
She died on November 29, 2006, after a brief illness.
Tributes emphasize her contributions to African American Studies librarianship, mentoring, and collegiality within professional networks rather than a lengthy formal record of scholarship. She is remembered by peers as a dedicated librarian whose brightness of spirit left a lasting impression on colleagues in Houston and national library associations.
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