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Alice I. Bryan (born Alice Isabel Bever, September 11, 1902 – October 30, 1992) was an American psychologist, library educator, and feminist who worked at the intersection of psychology and librarianship. 
She documented discrimination against women in both fields, helped found the National Council of Women Psychologists (later the International Council of Women Psychologists), and became the first woman to achieve the rank of full professor at the Columbia University School of Library Service. 
She was born in Kearny, New Jersey. During World War I teacher shortages, she served as a substitute teacher in her final high school year. Mentors advised her of economic and social barriers facing women in teaching and encouraged business skills instead.
She completed a two-year academic and secretarial course at Columbia University’s Extension Division, then worked in publishing (proofreader at Cosmopolitan Book Corporation; editorial assistant at American Book Company). 
She also taught advertising courses (initially via YMCA Extension, later Columbia Home Study Division) until 1929 and developed lifelong interests in theosophy, mysticism, and parapsychology. She earned three psychology degrees from Columbia University: BA (1929), MA (1930; experimental study involving blood pressure and deception in young women), and PhD (1934; dissertation on the organization of memory in young children / relationship between memory and intelligence in five-year-olds). During doctoral work she took additional courses in neuroanatomy and neurophysiology.
In the Great Depression Dr. Bryan held multiple part-time positions, teaching psychology at Sarah Lawrence College and Pratt Institute while offering a research methods course at Columbia’s SLS. 

Concerned that women psychologists were excluded from World War II emergency planning committees dominated by men, she helped found the National Council of Women Psychologists in 1940 -- later the International Council of Women Psychologists. She served in leadership roles, represented the group on the National Research Council’s Emergency Committee in Psychology, acted as executive secretary of the American Association for Applied Psychology, and contributed to revising American Psychological Association bylaws.

Library education 
In 1939 Dr. Bryan accepted a full-time assistant professorship at SLS (despite a pay cut), focusing on psychology for librarians, research methods, interviewing techniques, the psychology of reading, and bibliotherapy. She was regarded as a leading theoretician of bibliotherapy in the 1930s, defining it as “the prescription of reading materials that will help to develop emotional maturity and sustain mental health,” and published “Can There Be a Science of Bibliotherapy?” (1939).
Facing stalled advancement at SLS (no promotion or raise for years, attributed partly to lacking a library degree and institutional culture), she took a sabbatical and earned an MLS from the University of Chicago Graduate Library School in 1951. 

· The Public Library Inquiry
Concurrently she led the personnel study for the Public Library Inquiry with the Social Science Research Council / Carnegie Corporation funding.
 The Public Library Inquiry (PLI) was a landmark postwar interdisciplinary social-science study of American public libraries, conducted primarily between 1947 and 1950. It remains one of the most ambitious external appraisals of the institution’s structure, operations, users, personnel, and societal role.
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Her resulting book, The Public Librarian (Columbia University Press, 1952), drew on data from roughly 2,395–3,000 library staff across about 60 U.S. libraries. It documented inadequate/inequitable salaries and a dual career structure: the vast majority of public librarians were women, yet men held most directorships of major libraries. The American Library Association later honored the work’s 40th anniversary; Bryan addressed the 1992 ALA convention on its significance.
The Public Library Inquiry stands as a classic example of mid-20th-century applied social research applied to a cultural institution, offering both a critical mirror and a policy agenda that influenced American librarianship long after its reports appeared.


· Promoted to associate professor around 1952–1953, Dr. Bryan  became SLS’s first female full professor in 1956 (sources vary slightly between 1956 and 1959; support from Dean Robert D. Leigh was key). She helped establish and long chaired the doctoral program/committee, taught research methodology and human relations, and mentored students. She retired in 1971 as professor emerita.

In 1992, at age 89 Dr. Bryan delivered a paper at an ALA Library History Round Table program on the Public Library Inquiry. She died October 30, 1992.
Her papers (1921–1992) are held at Columbia University’s Rare Book and Manuscript Library.
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