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Stephen Rush Salmon (1933–2025) was a foundational leader in library automation and the first president of the Information Science and Automation Division (ISAD) of the American Library Association (ALA), the predecessor to the Library and Information Technology Association (LITA). 

He served as ISAD president from 1966 to 1967 and chaired its organizing committee, helping establish the division at a time when computers were just beginning to transform library operations. His career bridged traditional librarianship and emerging information technology, contributing to early computerized systems, networked catalogs, and commercial library automation ventures. 

Salmon born was
 on January 28, 1933, in Brownsville, Tennessee.  He attended Austin College for two years, and was drafted into the U.S. Army during the Korean War, serving as a company clerk in California and attaining the rank of corporal.

Using the G.I. Bill, he studied English at the University of California, Los Angeles, before transferring to UC Berkeley, where he earned a bachelor’s degree with honors in English (1957) and a master’s in Library Science (1958). 

Salmon’s professional library career began with early positions including assistant librarian at California College of Arts and Crafts (1957–1958), cataloger and reference librarian at the Library of Congress (1958–1959), and librarian at George Mason College of the University of Virginia (1959–1961). 
He returned to the Library of Congress as administrative assistant in the Processing Department and assistant chief of the Photoduplication Service (1961–1964). From April 1964 to July 1966 he served as assistant director of libraries at Washington University in St. Louis, where he helped implement one of the nation’s first computerized circulation systems. 
He rejoined the Library of Congress from August 1966 to September 1969, first as executive officer of the Processing Department and later as assistant director for Processing Services. 
In the late 1960s and early 1970s he held leadership roles at Xerox Corporation, including president of Xerox BiblioGraphics (from April 1970) and president/general manager of subsidiaries Library Journal Cards, Inc., and Professional Library Service. 

In 1966–1967, while at the Library of Congress, Salmon was instrumental in founding ALA’s Information Science and Automation Division (later renamed LITA in 1978) and became its first elected president. 
He also edited Library Automation: A State of the Art Review (1969), drawn from papers presented at an ISAD preconference institute. 
In 1972 he was appointed University Librarian at the University of Houston, where he oversaw the development of a pioneering online catalog. 
Berkeley recruited him back as special assistant to the UC president; there he designed and launched MELVYL, the University of California’s groundbreaking networked online catalog that linked all UC campuses. 
In the early 1980s he founded Carlyle Systems, a startup that brought similar automation technology to libraries nationwide, including the New York Public Library. 

Salmon retired from professional librarianship in the 1980s or early 1990s. In 1973 he had married Christina “Tina” Olton, a fellow sailor. The couple spent nearly eight years at sea aboard their 40-foot sailboat Another Horizon, logging approximately 45,000 nautical miles and visiting 61 countries. 
After returning to the San Francisco Bay Area in 2001, he volunteered more than 9,000 hours with the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, rising to Northern California Rear Commodore for Operations and Marine Safety and, nationally, Assistant Commodore for Planning and Performance Measurement. 
When declining eyesight ended his maritime activities, he served as a deputy marriage commissioner for Alameda County, California, officiating hundreds of weddings, including many of the first legalized same-sex ceremonies in the state. 
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