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A. Robert Rogers (Amos Robert Rogers, 1927–1985) was a Canadian-born librarian, library educator, scholar, poet, and administrator best known for his leadership as Dean of the School of Library Science at Kent State University (now Kent State University School of Information) and his contributions to international librarianship, particularly studies of libraries in the Soviet Union, Iran, and Hungary.

Amos Robert Rogers was born September 9, 1927, in Berry Mills (near Moncton), New Brunswick, Canada. He grew up on a family farm and attended a one-room schoolhouse before graduating from Moncton High School in 1944. 

He entered the University of New Brunswick (UNB) in Fredericton as a Beaverbrook Scholar. He earned a B.A. in 1948 in philosophy and history, along with the Governor General’s Gold Medal for greatest proficiency. He also won prizes including the Bliss Carman Memorial Poetry Prize. While at UNB he edited the literary magazine The Fiddlehead (1947–48 and 1951–53). 

Rogers continued his studies with an M.A. in philosophy from the University of Toronto in 1950. On a Beaverbrook Overseas Scholarship, he earned an Academic Post-Graduate Diploma in Librarianship from the University of London in 1953; his thesis was a bibliography of New Brunswick writers, Books and Pamphlets by New Brunswick Writers, 1890–1950. 

He later completed a Ph.D. in Library Science at the University of Michigan in 1964. His two-volume dissertation, American Recognition of Canadian Authors Writing in English, 1890–1960, examined U.S. perceptions of Canadian literature through library catalogs, curricula, anthologies, reviews, and prizes.

Rogers began his professional career as assistant librarian (1951–55) and then executive librarian (1955–56) at the University of New Brunswick, Harriet Irving Library. He served as acting Secretary of the New Brunswick Library Association (NBLA).

He promoted the development of regional libraries through speeches, letters, and advocacy efforts. These activities contributed to the opening of a community library in Centreville, New Brunswick.


He worked as an adult assistant at the Detroit Public Library (1957–59). 

In 1959 he joined Bowling Green State University (BGSU) Library in Ohio as assistant to the director; he became acting director in 1961 and director in 1964, serving until 1969. 
During his tenure he oversaw planning and construction of a major new library building (completed in the mid-1960s). 

He became a naturalized U.S. citizen on November 18, 1965.

In fall 1969 Rogers joined the faculty of the School of Library Science at Kent State University in Kent, Ohio.

He was an active member of the Ohio Library Association and received two notable honors: 
· “Article of the Year” award in 1973 for his article “Some Impressions of Three Russian Libraries” (published in the Ohio Library Association Bulletin). 
· Librarian of the Year Award in 1976.

He served as a member of the American Library Association Council from 1972 to 1976.

He was promoted to professor at Kent State University and served as Dean from 1977 until his death in 1985. As dean he strengthened the program’s national reputation, particularly in integrating technology into library education, and was known for innovative teaching methods. 

Rogers made significant contributions to international librarianship. He visited the Soviet Union in 1973 (studying major libraries in Moscow and Leningrad) and published influential articles including “Some Impressions of Three Russian Libraries” and “Censorship and Libraries in the Soviet Union” (both 1973).

He spent 1976–77 in Iran as a visiting professor at Pahlavi University in Shiraz, where he taught and conducted research on library education, reference services, and school libraries in Fars Province. 

He also visited Hungary in 1982 and published on Hungarian libraries; at the time of his death he was planning research in China.

A. Robert Rogers died June 22, 1985, in Ravenna, Ohio. 
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· Early poetry contributions (1940s–early 1950s) appeared in journals such as The Fiddlehead, Imagi, The Albatross, and Alberta Poetry Yearbook, though specific titles and dates for many individual poems are scattered.
· 
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