
Robert “Papa Rich” Richardson (1945?-1999)
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Robert “Papa Rich” Richardson was an American academic librarian best known for his nearly two-decade tenure as Head Librarian (also referred to as Director or Chairman) at Young Harris College in Young Harris, Georgia.
Born in Savannah Georgia, Richardson attended Jenkins High School and played on their basketball team.  He earned a bachelor’s degree from West Georgia College and completed his master's degree at Florida State University.  He would go on to serve as Assistant Director of the Chattahoochee Valley Regional Library and Head of Public Services at the Russell Library at Georgia College.
Richardson served in his Young Harris College leadership role from 1980 to 1999. In this capacity, he oversaw library operations at the small liberal arts college and contributed to the broader academic community as a faculty member. He also acted as faculty advisor to student organizations, including the Spat Club and Quantrek.  After visiting the library, author Richard Hyatt acknowledged Richardson for leading “a lost researcher through a variety of sources.”
Richardson served as president of the Georgia Library Association in 1989.  In the mid-to-late 1980s, he was listed as the official contact/representative for the Georgia Chapter of the Association of College and Research Libraries.  He chaired Georgia Private Academic Libraries and advocated that private colleges have access to Georgia’s virtual library, GALILEO.
In 1999, the Georgia Library Association Executive Board established the Bob Richardson Memorial Award specifically “in recognition of Bob Richardson’s dedicated service to the GLA.” The GLA Association awards the Bob Richardson Memorial Award to a member who has made significant contributions to GLA through unselfish, dedicated service to the organization.
Richardson’s service left a meaningful impact on the Young Harris College community: 
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A Facebook memorial page titled the “Papa Rich Project” honors his memory as Head Librarian of Young Harris College from 1980–1999 and faculty advisor to student groups, underscoring the affectionate regard in which he was held by colleagues, students, and the local community.  The circulation desk in the library was also named after him.  He was featured in Who’s Who in the South and Southwest, Who’s Who in America, and Who’s Who in the World.  
The following poem was written by a student who knew him:

For Our Papa
The years I spent in Brasstown Valley
under Enotah’s watchful eye
I learned about life
how to live it
how it was lived
in that quiet valley
and in the ted brick halls within
I learned lessons of a more practical sort
I came to know that:
-If you needed a book, you went to the library
-If you wanted a story, you went to the librarian
-If you needed a tent, you went to the library
-If you wanted an outdoor experience, you went to the librarian
-If you needed peace & quiet, you went to the library
-If you wanted a not-so-quiet sense of peace, you went to the librarian
I now find it amazing, that with all the verse & volumes
held within the walls of Duckworth,
I learned more about cheerful existence
youthful exuberance
& love for life
from the Papa we all shared
than the books he kept could ever hope to hold.

Jeff Doke
Young Harris College
Class of 1992
As reproduced in “In Tribute: Bob Richardson.” Georgia Library Quarterly, vol. 35, 1999, page 4.
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