Ellen Coolman Rappaport (1944–2003)
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Ellen Coolman Rappaport (1944–2003) was an American librarian known for her work in technical services, library standards development, and professional mentoring in academic and law libraries, particularly in New York State.
She was born in New York City in 1944, she spent her early years briefly in New Jersey before moving to Norwalk, Connecticut, where she grew up and graduated from high school. She became a resident of New York’s Capital Region in 1980 and lived in Albany for the rest of her life.
Rappaport earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Rochester and a master’s degree in library science from Syracuse University. Her professional career spanned several institutions. She worked as a librarian at Syracuse University and later at the State University of New York College at Cortland (SUNY Cortland). She also held positions with the SUNY/OCLC Library Network, OCLC in Albany, and Ameritech Information Systems.
In January 1993, she joined the Albany Law School Library as a technical services librarian. She advanced to Head of Technical Services and served in that role until March 2003. Colleagues remembered her for her significant contributions to the Albany Law School Library and the broader library profession. 
She was especially committed to developing clear library standards and participated in projects with the National Information Standards Organization (NISO) and the Cooperative Online Serials (CONSER) program. 
She also engaged in standards-related discussions, including at meetings of the Machine-Readable Bibliographic Information (MARBI) committee, and moderated sessions for library associations such as the Association of Law Libraries of Upstate New York (ALLUNY). She belonged to numerous state, national, and law library associations and was regarded as a dedicated colleague, mentor, and friend.
Beyond her professional life, Rappaport was active in musical and community organizations. While in Syracuse, she participated in Schola Cantorum and continued attending its summer workshops after moving to Albany. In the Albany area, she sang with the Helderberg Madrigal Singers. She was a member of Congregation Ohav Shalom in Albany. 
She was married to Louis A. Rappaport. 
Ellen Coolman Rappaport died in Albany, New York,  May 12, 2003. 




Publications and Contributions

“Technical Tips” column in the ALLUNY Newsletter (Association of Law Libraries of Upstate New York): She co-authored this recurring column with Ellen T. McGrath for approximately six years, starting around October 1999. The columns focused on practical technical services topics. She also contributed individual pieces to the column.digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu
Hillmann, Diane, and Ellen Rappaport. “Universal Holdings Data: Definition and Function.” Publication Patterns Initiative, CONSER, Program for Cooperative Cataloging, Library of Congress. August 8, 2001. It proposed a definition and functions for “Universal Holdings Data” to support library activities like importing complete holdings, creating desiderata lists, union listing, and digitization/microfilming projects.
NISO Standards Work: She served as co-chair of NISO Standards Committee SC AL, which developed the ANSI/NISO Z39.71-1999 standard (Holdings Statements for Bibliographic Items). This was a significant contribution to national library standards for serials and holdings data. The 1999 standard was revised in 2006 as a maintenance revision. The current active version is ANSI/NISO Z39.71-2006 (R2011), which remains reaffirmed.→ Direct page: ANSI/NISO Z39.71-2006 (R2011) ( This page includes the abstract, status, and a link to download the PDF of the reaffirmed standard).
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