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Judy M. Pitts (also referred to as Judith M. Pitts) was an American school library media specialist, educator, researcher, and editor who made significant contributions to information literacy instruction, inquiry-based learning, and the cognitive aspects of student research in school libraries. 

In 1993, Pitts received the AASL/Highsmith Research Grant for her qualitative study, “Intuitive Understanding and Mental Models of Information: A Qualitative Study of Factors Associated with the Information Seeking and Use Behavior of Adolescents.” This work explored students’ mental models of information and how media specialists could better support inquiry-based learning.

She earned the Ph.D. from Florida State University in 1994. Her dissertation was titled “Personal Understandings and Mental Models of Information: A Qualitative Study of Factors Associated with the Information Seeking and Use of Adolescents.”

Dr. Judith M. Pitts was assistant professor in the School of Library and Information Science at Emporia State University in Emporia, Kansas. 

Pitts co-edited School Library Media Quarterly (the journal of the American Association of School Librarians, or AASL) and collaborated with Barbara K. Stripling on influential work in teaching research skills.

Pitts emphasized process-oriented approaches to library research, viewing it as a thinking process that integrates with the curriculum and aligns with how students learn best. Her work drew on constructivist learning theory, stressing that new learning is most effective when connected to prior knowledge. 

She co-authored the book Brainstorms and Blueprints: Teaching Library Research as a Thinking Process (Libraries Unlimited, 1988) with Stripling. This text outlines a practical model (often called the Stripling-Pitts Research Process Model) for guiding students through research steps, from pre-search exploration to evaluation and presentation 


She was recognized posthumously in 1995 with the AASL President’s Crystal Apple award for her significant impact on school libraries and students. 
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