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James Carey Partridge, Jr. (May 13, 1940 – May 17, 1998) was an American librarian and advocate for equitable access to library services, particularly for underserved and disabled populations. He is t remembered for his work in outreach services, institutional libraries, literacy programs, and services for the blind and physically handicapped in Maryland. 
He was born in Atlanta, Georgia, and graduated from Booker T. Washington High School in Atlanta.
He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Morehouse College in Sociology, History, and Education and a Master’s degree in Library Science from Atlanta University in 1965. He completed additional training in Special Education at Coppin State College in 1967 and attended the Institutional Library Services Institute at the University of Wisconsin in 1968.
Partridge began his professional library career in Maryland. In 1969, he joined the Maryland State Division of Library Development and Services (now the Maryland State Library Agency) as a specialist. He also worked as a librarian at the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore.
In 1989, he became collection development librarian at the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (now the Maryland State Library for the Blind & Print Disabled), a role he held until his death. 
Over more than two decades, he served as a consultant to public libraries developing special service programs. He created and expanded statewide initiatives, including library services in jails and detention centers, programs for the deaf community, library literacy programs for all ages, and volunteer coordination efforts. His guiding principle was that “Reading is for Everyone,” and he worked tirelessly to ensure equal access to information for all Maryland citizens, especially those with visual or physical disabilities.
James Carey Partridge, Jr. chaired the American Library Association’s (ALA) Advisory Committee on Library Services to the Disadvantaged in 1970-1974  and served on the ALA’s Library Services to Prisoners Committee and Institutional Library Services Committee.
 He was on the Executive Board of the Black Caucus of the American Library Association.
He was known as a leader in library outreach services and a strong advocate for the right of all people to read and learn, with a particular focus on equity, inclusion, and serving marginalized communities.
In February 1998 Partridge received the first African-American Information Professional of the Year Award for Outstanding Service. His long career of dedicated but service was honored shortly before his death.
James Carey Partridge, Jr., died on May 17, 1998. He was a faithful member and usher at his church and active in alumni and family organizations, including the Baltimore Metropolitan Morehouse College Alumni Association.
Shortly after his death, the award he received was renamed and established in his memory as the James Partridge Outstanding African American Information Professional Award. It is presented annually by the University of Maryland College of Information (INFO) and Citizens for Maryland Libraries to recognize Black information professionals who exemplify career-long dedicated service, leadership, and commitment to empowering communities through equitable access to information. The award has honored nearly two dozen recipients since 1998.
A 2017 book, Celebrating the James Partridge Award: Essays Toward the Development of a More Diverse, Inclusive, and Equitable Field of Library and Information Science (edited by Diane L. Barlow and Paul T. Jaeger), explores diversity and inclusion in librarianship in the context of his legacy.
Partridge’s work continues to influence library outreach, institutional services, accessibility, and efforts to promote equity in the information professions.
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