Adelia “Deedie” Louise Lines - 1944 – 2000
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Adelia “Deedie” Louise Lines (July 8, 1944 – December 7, 2000) was an American public librarian who rose to prominence as director of the Richmond Public Library, CA and later the Berkeley Public Library in California. She was known for her visionary leadership, advocacy for library funding and restoration projects, and contributions to the broader California library community.
Adelia Louise Lines was born July 8, 1944, in Connersville, Indiana.  She earned a B.A. from Hanover College in Hanover, Ind.
After teaching Spanish in upstate New York, she moved to Oakland in 1970 to begin working in the public library system. She earned a master's degree in library science from the University of California at Berkeley.
She served as head of the general reference department of the San Francisco Public Library.
Lines served as Director of the Richmond Public Library in Richmond, California. Colleagues and local observers praised her for her “directness, vision, inspiration, and humanity,” qualities that earned her respect among staff and patrons.
In 1994, she was selected to lead the Berkeley Public Library system. She assumed the role of Director of Library Services in May of that year serving until shortly before her death.
During her tenure at Berkeley (1994–2000), Lines founded the Berkeley Public Library Foundation. The nonprofit organization continues to support the library through private funding for innovations, literacy programs, building improvements, and other initiatives beyond standard public budgets.
She also led a successful public campaign that secured voter approval for a bond measure to restore and renovate the historic Central Library building.



Lines was on the board of the Benchmark Institute, a board member of Bibliotecas Para La Gente and a member of numerous library and civic groups, including the Lions Club of Berkeley, Chinese American Librarians Association, Richmond Arts & Culture Commission and the Berkeley Breakfast Club.
Beyond her directorial roles, Lines was active in statewide library governance. She served as president of the California Library Services Board. In this capacity, she oversaw resource-sharing, networking activities among libraries, literacy programs (including the California Literacy Campaign), and funding distribution to support public libraries statewide. 
She contributed to discussions on serving diverse and emerging majority populations in libraries and participated in local cultural initiatives, including service on the Richmond Arts & Culture Commission and membership in the Berkeley Breakfast Club.
Lines died in Richmond, California, December 7, 2000.
Lines left a lasting impact on East Bay public libraries through institutional strengthening, innovative funding models via the library foundation she established, and advocacy for historic preservation. Her work exemplified committed public service in librarianship during a period of significant change in California libraries.
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